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SECTION I
Brief History
. of . ' '
Railroad Passenger Service -
in Maine
During the period.between the end of World War II and 1959,
all rail branch line passenger service in Maine was discontinued.
Also during this period, some downward adjustment in main-line
service was made, but in 1960, the following routes were receiving
daily service. (See Exhibit 1):
Bangor and Aroostook Railroad - Van Buren-Bangor
Maine Central Railroad - Vanceboro-Bangor
Bangor-Augusta-Portland 
Bangor-Lewiston-Portland
Boston and Maine Railroad - Portland-North Berwick-Poston
Belfast and Moosehead Lake Railroad - Burnham Junction-Belfast
Canadian National Railway - Portland-Bethel-Montreal
Canadian Pacific Rai3.way - Vanceboro-Brownville Junction-Green-
ville
Another significant development of this period was the switch 
from conventional passenger equipment to Bud.d cars (self-propelled) 
between Portland and Boston. This required through passengers to 
change trains at Portland. •
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In raid-1959, both the Bangor and Aroostook and Maine . 
Central petitioned the Public Utilities Commission for authority 
to abandon all passenger service on their lines.
In these cases, the rail carriers introduced evidence show­
ing the following decline in patronage: '
Railroad
Maine Central 
Bangor and Aroostook 
Boston and Maine
Period
1949-1958
1949-1958
1954-1959
Percentage Decline 
in
Passenger Traffic
65.5%
70.9%
5 3.4%
As a result of the proceedings that followed, the P.U.C. ordered . 
both railroads to continue a minimum amount of service for one 
more year. (MEC two round trips between Bangor and Portland - one 
to Vanceboro, and one round trip on the BAR).
The Maine Central appealed the P.U.C. decision to the Maine 
Supreme Court. The Court concluded that Maine Central should be 
allowed to abandon service, and Maine Central discontinued opera­
tions effective September 5, 1960. Because of complete dependence 
on the Maine Central for feeder traffic and because of Maine Central 
schedule adjustments in the spring of 1960, the Belfast and Moosehead 
Lake Railroad abandoned passenger service on March 9, 1960.
Bangor and Aroostook complied with the P.U.C. Order and con­
tinued its one train per day. (See Exhibit 2 for 1961 service).
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Because of a continuing decline in patronage and increasing 
financial losses, the P.U.C. authorized the Bangor and Aroostook 
to discontinue service on September 5, 1961.
During the period 1961 through 1964, both the Boston and 
Maine and Canadian National made reductions in passenger service 
which, on the Canadian National, resulted in summer only operation 
between Portland and Montreal. • Routes receiving service through 
1964 are shown on Exhibit 3 attached.
After extensive investigation, the Interstate Commerce Com­
mission allowed the Boston and Maine to discontinue service on 
January 4, 1965.
The Canadian National operated only five (5) round trip 
passenger trains during the summer of 1966. Canadian National 
operated its last passenger train on August 13, 1966.
Routes receiving passenger service in Maine during the year 
1966 are shown on Exhibit 4 attached.
The Canadian Pacific operates the only scheduled rail pas­
senger service in Maine today. This service consists of one 
daily round trip designed to serve the Canadian cities of 
Montreal, P.Q. and Saint John, N.B., and is shown on Exhibit 5 
attached. .
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SECTION II
Existing
Air and Bus Service 
in Maine
Daily bus service is provided on routes in Maine as follows:
•- *Round Trips
Carrier Routes Per Day
Bangor and Aroostook Bangor - Caribou 2
Caribou - Fort Kent 1
Greyhound Lines Bangor - Calais - St. Stephen 2
Bangor - Bar Harbor 1
Bangor - Rockland - Portland 3
Brunswick 1Bangor — Augusta - Lewiston - Portland 5
Bangor - Rumford - Montreal weekends
Portland - Boston 10
Vermont Transit Montreal - Burlington - Portland 1
Trailways Portland - Boston 6
Michaud Bus Lines Sanford - Boston 2
. , Rumford 2Blue Line Lewiston Farmington 2
Brunswick Transp Portland - Biddeford -■ Old Orchard weekend
Portland - Lewiston - Berlin, N.H. only
Exhibit 6 attached shows schematically the bus routes in
Maine.
^Russell's Official National Motor Coach Guide, January 1974.
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Cities presently receiving daily air service are shown on 
Exhibit 7 attached.
Delta Airlines provides service with the following 
equipment: ’ .
Aircraft No. of Seats
DC-9 
7 2-S
90
130
Commuter carriers are using the following:
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SECTION III
Past and Current Efforts 
' To Restore
Rail Passenger Service
In 1963 an unsuccessful attempt was made to restore rail 
passenger service to Maine points north and east of Portland.
The majority report of the Joint Select Committee on Rail­
road Passenger Service concluded that the restoration of passenger 
service would be expensive, and that the State of Maine had other 
more pressing needs for available revenue.
The investigation is described in a letter from Reverend 
Frederick Whittaker, who was a proponent and a member of the 
Senate. Reverend Whittaker's letter and excerpt from the Legisla­
tive Record are attached as Exhibit 8.
More recently, several groups and agencies have made efforts 
or have expressed interest in the restoration of rail passenger 
service. Some of these activities existed prior to the creation 
of the Department of Transportation. In order for the Department- 
to develop information on such activities and to provide those 
known to be interested with an opportunity to exchange information, 
a meeting was held on.October 16, 1973. Those who attended the 
meeting are shown on Exhibit 9,
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The meeting disclosed at least two efforts to restore rail 
passenger service are underway.
1. Maine Train '76. This is a proposal to operate a daily
passenger train between Portland and Rockland during the 
bicentennial year 1976. The train would make stops at ■
coastal towns along its 85 mile route to provide tourists
, and residents a rail tour of the mid-coast area. Various • 
communities along the route would conduct historical tours.
A newspaper article on this proposal and the response of the 
Maine Central Railroad are attached as pages 2 to 4 inclusive 
of Exhibit 9.
2. Northern Maine Regional Planning' Commission's Proposal.
To the best of our knowledge, no detailed, -plan has yet been 
announced. However, it is our informal understanding that 
a self-propelled Budd type rail car (diesel) operation will 
be suggested between a northern Aroostook city (Van Buren) 
and Portland and Boston. The service would be operated 
on a frequent basis with short stops and "on board" 
ticketing. . ■
At the request of Representative Hayes E. Gahagan, the 
Department assisted in drafting proposed legislation to investigate 
rail passenger transportation needs in Maine which we believe . 
would have been part of the NMRPC proposal. A copy is included
14
in Exhibit 9, pages 5 and 6. ' .
The Maine Mid-Coast Route 1 Association, whose President is 
William J. Hennessey of Bath, has generally supported rail pas­
senger service in Maine. This organization has actively sought 
the interest and support of other organizations and the railroads, 
A joint meeting is being held in Kittery today, January 7, 1974, 
with the New Hampshire Association of Railroad Passengers and 
New England railroad officials, to review the subject and plan 
further action.
By letter dated December 7, 1973 Governor Curtis and the 
Maine Congressional delegation, along with other New England Gov­
ernors and members of Congress, urged Secretary of Transportation 
Claude Brinegar to examine the possibility af passenger service 
and auto-ferry between Boston and Portland, to be operated by
AMTRAK.
On December 27, the Maine Department of Transportation 
supplied the National Rail Passenger Corporation (AMTRAK) with 
some basic traffic data that might be applied to the operation 
of auto-train service between the New York area to Portland and 
Bangor. MDOT has requested an opportunity to discuss this idea and 
the necessary supporting data with AMTRAK Officials. ,
On January 4, 1974,. Governor Curtis requested the President 
of AMTRAK, Roger Lewis, to investigate the inauguration of service
15
from Boston to Portland and Bangor that could eventually be 
extended to Saint John, New Brunswick, as well as auto-train ser 
vice. ,
■ To date, no response has been received from AMTRAK. The
letters referred to are all included as Exhibit 10.
AMTRAK service and the auto-train service concept are 
explained in Sections IV and V.
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EXHIBIT 8
page 1 of 16
BANGOR THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
300 UNION STREET • BANGOR, MAINE 04401
(207) 942-6781
Office of the President September 14, 1973
Mr. Roger L. Mallar, Deputy Commissioner
State of-Maine Department of Transportation •
Augusta, Maine 04330 . '
Dear Mr. Mallar:
Thank you for your interesting letter of September 7 concern­
ing a meeting on rail passenger service to be held in Winthrop on 
October 16. I do hope that I may be able to attend but this may 
not be possible because of a major engagement I have on our campus 
that day. I shall do my best to join the group, however.
My interest in the restoration of rail passenger service in 
Maine is of long standing. When I was a State Senator in the 101st 
Maine Legislature ten years ago I was chairman of a special committee 
which sought, unsuccessfully, to secure a subsidy from the State of 
Maine so that limited rail service might be continued between Port­
land and Bangor. You may wish to refer to the historical record on 
this matter.
The negotiations are fully described in Legislative Record 
Volume II, Maine, 1963. On pages 2923-2933 you will find the 
"Report of the Joint Select Committee on Railroad Passenger Service” 
together with a record of the debate in the Senate. The Minority 
Report which I presented was approved by a vote of 15-14. On pages 
3115-3118 in the same volume there is a record of the debate'in the 
House of Representatives which resulted in the approval of the 
Majority Report by a vote of 70-19.
If I am not able to come to the meeting on October 16 please 
keep me advised of further developments. I will want to be in­
volved in any effort which is made to restore rail passenger service 
in the State of Maine. ■
Most sincerely yours,
Frederick W. Whittaker, President
FWW:MB
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SENATE
Thursday, June 13, 1963
- Senate called to order by the 
President.
Prayer by the Rev. Malcolm A. 
MacDuffie, Jr. of Hallowell.
On motion by Mr. Cram of Cum­
berland, tiie Journal of yesterday 
was read and approved.
House Papers 
Joint Order
ORDERED, the Senate concur­
ring, that the Legislative Research 
Committee is directed to study the 
municipal fax structure of the State 
to determine the most equitable tax 
sources which can be utilized to fi­
nance expenditures of municipalities 
including, but. not limited to, taxa­
tion of real estate and gross re­
ceipts taxes; and be it further 
ORDERED, that the Committee 
report the results of its study to 
the 102nd Legislature. (H. P. 1107) 
Comes from the House, read and 
passed.
In the Senate, on motion by Mr. 
Brown of Hancock, placed on the 
Special Research Table pending pas­
sage.
Non-Concurrent Matters
Bill, “An Act Relating to Mini­
mum Number of School Davs in 
Public Schools.” (S. P. 598) (L. 
D. 1565)
In House, May 22, passed to be 
engrossed.
In Senate, June 11, passed to be 
engrossed, as amended by Senate 
Amendment “A” (S-237) in Non­
concurrence.
Comes from the House, that body 
having insisted and asked for a 
Committee of Conference.
In tiie Senate, on motion by Mr. 
Brooks of Cumberland, the Senate 
voted to insist and join in the Com­
mittee of Conference.
Bill, “An Act Shortening the Peri­
od of Real Estate Mortgage Fore­
closure.” (S. P. 590) (L. D. 1563) 
In Senate, May 23, passed to be 
engrossed os amended by Senate 
Amc; dinent “A” (S-244)
Comes from the House, passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Senate
Amendment “A” and as amended 
by House Amendment “H” (11-446) 
in non-concurrence.
In the Senate, on motion by Mr. 
Farris of Kennebec, tabled pending 
consideration, and especially as­
signed for later in today’s session.
Bill, “An Act Relating to Penalty 
for Procuring Liquor for Certain 
Persons.” (S. P. 322) (L. D. 993)
In Senate, June 5, Conference 
Committee Report read and accept­
ed.
Comes from the House, Indefinite­
ly postponed.
In the Senate, on motion by 
Mr. Kimball, the Senate voted to 
adhere.
Committee Reports 
Report of the Joint Select Commit­
tee on Railroad Passenger Serv­
ice
In accordance with Joint Order 
(S. P. BIG) passed by the 101st 
Legislature, the following report of 
the Joint Select Committee on Rail­
road Passenger Service is submit­
ted.
The Committee has conferred and 
negotiated with officials of the Bos­
ton and Maine, Maine Central, and 
Bangor and Aroostook Railroads 
with regard to ways and means of 
restoring railroad passenger service 
to and from points in Maine north 
and east of Portland through volun­
tary action on the part of tiie rail­
roads. Meetings with representatives 
of the three railroads were held in 
Augusta on February 12, March 12, 
and April 10, 1963.
The railroad officials were most 
cooperative and cordial during the 
course of negotiations with mem­
bers of the legislative committee. 
There was early agreement that 
discussion should be concerned pri­
marily with the possible restoration 
of railroad passenger train service 
through the use of self-propelled 
"Budd” cars on the lines of the 
Maine Central and Bangor and 
Aroostook Railroads; this type of 
equipment is currently being used 
on the Boston and Maine Railroad 
between Boston and Portland.
At the request of tiie Committee, 
cost estimates were prepared by 
the railroads with respect to the 
inauguration and operation of two 
round trips daily between Boston and
18
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Bangor, and one round trip six days 
per week between Bangor and points 
on the Bangor and Aroostook Rail­
road. These estimates included capi­
tal expense, operating costs, and 
anticipated revenue. Railroad ' offi­
cials indicated that the only basis 
upon which passenger trains could 
be restored north and east of Port­
land would be for the railroads to 
provide the service at a nominal 
charge to the State of Maine and 
for the State to purchase the neces­
sary equipment and pay the net 
operating costs of the service.
The Majority of the Committee 
submitted the following report:
The majority of the Committee 
bases its conclusions on the follow­
ing information. The administrative 
regulatory body charged with the 
primary responsibility, the Public 
Utilities Commission, as well as the 
Supreme Judicial Court of the State 
of Maine have both iiad the question 
of rail passenger service squarely 
before them for decision. Jn each 
case those two highly competent 
and learned bodies determined that 
there was no public need for, or 
substantial interest in, rail passen­
ger service. This determination was 
made after lengthy investigation, ex­
tensive public hearings and careful 
deliberation by those in the best 
position to render a sound decision.
No evidence or indication of any 
kind was adduced before tills Com­
mittee which would warrant a con­
clusion or determination contrary to 
that of the Public Utilities Commis­
sion or the Supreme Judicial Court 
of Maine. •
Further, although the majority of 
this Committee is firm and positive 
in its conclusion that there is no 
justification for the reversal of the 
decision of the Public Utilities Com­
mission and tlie Supreme Judicial 
Court and no real need established 
for the reestablishment of rail pas­
senger service, even if such had 
been the case it could not adopt 
recommendations which would sug­
gest reestablishment of rail passen­
ger service by the use of state funds. 
In this biennium, with the multitude 
of financial problems confronting 
- this legislature, it is hardly con­
ceivable that consideration should 
be given to tiic appropriation of 
$1,760,000 for the purpose of sub­
sidizing rail passenger service be­
tween only two cities in the south 
central portion of (he state. This 
very substantial sum of money 
would be required to provide serv­
ice between Portland and Bangor. 
The majority of this Committee 
supports the conclusion that the 
State of Maine has other pressing 
needs for available revenue which 
far exceed the desire that rail pas­
senger service between only two 
cities be the beneficiary of state 
subsidization, and ask leave to re­
port to the 101st Legislature that 
this report Ought to be accepted.
(Signed)
Senator:
BROOIfS of Cumberland 
Representatives:
COPE of Portland 
ALBAIR of Caribou 
PEASE, of Wiscasset
The Minority of the same Com­
mittee on live same subject matter 
reported as follows, and asked leave 
to report that this report Ought 
to be accepted:
Before making its recommenda­
tions, a minority of the Joint Select 
Committee wishes to list the con­
clusions upon which these recom­
mendations arc based:
1. Daily railroad passenger serv­
ice between Portland and Bangor is 
desired and needed by (lie travel­
ing public. Such service is also es­
sential to the industrial, recreation­
al, and cultural growth of the State 
of Maine.
2. As determined by the 1960 de­
cision of the Maine Supreme Judi­
cial Court, the Maine Central Rail­
road cannot be expected to sub­
sidize this service in the public in­
terest.
3. Since the State of Maine gives 
financial assistance to other forms 
of transportation through funds al­
located to highways, airport, devel­
opment and ferry service, there is 
justification for (he use of State 
revenue to support railroad passen­
ger trains.
4. In view of the experimental 
nature of the proposal, it should 
be limited in scope to the Maine 
Central Railroad and in duration to 
a two-year trial period.
5. Based upon figures submitted 
by the Maine Central Railroad, $1,-
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001,949 is the capital cost of new 
equipment needed to inaugurate the 
proposed limited rail passenger serv­
ice between Portland and Bangor. 
The annual actual operating ex­
pense is estimated to be $431,872 
'and the annual anticipated revenue 
of $100,000 would reduce the annual 
deficit to $331,872. The annual op­
erating deficit may be further re­
duced by additional income result­
ing from fast and dependable serv­
ice, attractive train schedules, and 
vigorous promotional activities. 
Based upon the factors listed above,
Based upon the factors listed 
above, a minority of the Joint Select 
Committee on Railroad Passenger 
Service makes the following rccom-. 
mendations to the 101st Legislature:
1. That the State of Maine cuter 
into a contractual arrangement for 
a two-year trial period with the 
Maine Central Railroad whereby the 
Railroad will operate passenger 
l r a i n service in self-propelled 
“Budd” cars on a schedule involv­
ing two round trips daily between 
Portland and Bangor.
2. That tile State of Maine pur­
chase tlie equipment necessary for 
this service, the estimated cost of 
which is $1,001,949.
3. That the State of Maine agree 
to pay the actual net annual op­
erating cost for this service, esti­
mated at $331,872, plus a fee to 
the Maine Central Railroad for 
services rendered not to exceed six 
percent of tiie actual annual oper­
ating cost.
4. That State of Maine funds in 
an amount not to exceed $1,750,000 
for the biennium 1903-65 be appro­
priated for the purposes stated in 
this report.
5. That legislation to implement 
the above recommendations be pre­
pared and submitted to the 101st 
Legislature for consideration, as au­
thorized in the Joint Order (S. P. 
190) establishing the Joint Select 
Committee oil Railroad Passenger 
Service.
(Signed)
Senator:
WHITTAKER of Penobscot 
S. P. 626
Mr. WHITTAKER of Penobscot: 
Mr. President, 1 move that the Sen­
ate accept the Minority Ought to
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Pass report, and I should like to 
speak to the motion. .
The PRESIDENT: The Senator
may proceed.
Mr. WHITTAKER of Penobscot: 
Mr. President and members of the 
Senate, I realize that this is the 
first time we have had opportunity 
to see this report, and if time per­
mitted, I should move to table it 
for this day. However, I should like 
to present some arguments in fa­
vor of the report, during the course 
of which I think you may have 
ample opportunity to read the re­
port.
This morning I feel that I am 
joining the few voices crying in 
the wilderness and perhaps by what 
I say. I may be found eligible 
to join the firm made up of Sen­
ators Lovell, Noyes and Harden. 
However, in all seriousness, 1 should 
like to suggest that the restoration 
of railroad passenger service in the 
State of Maine is a possibility and 
to my mind is a necessity for the 
total welfare of the people of this 
slate.
As background, may I very brief­
ly say that for ten years I have 
worked for the New Haven railroad. 
Since 1929 I have been a good pa­
tron of all available railroads when­
ever I have had occasion to travel. 
I have watched the Boston and 
Maine, and the Maine Central Rail­
roads lose their patronage. I have 
watched the service decline for 
many and good reasons. When the 
people of Bangor and vicinity in­
dicated that they were opposed to 
the cessation of ail rail passenger 
service in the State of Maine it 
was my privilege to work with 
some of them, that the pleas of 
the Maine Central and other rail­
roads to abandon should not be 
heeded. As a result, at the public 
bearing, the Public Utilities Com­
mission in spite of the majority re­
port did maintain that there was 
need for continued passenger serv­
ice and ordered the Maine Central 
and others to continue service for 
a total period of one year. Subse­
quently, the Maine Central and oth­
er railroads petitioned the Supreme 
Judicial Court of Maine and were 
successful in setting aside the order 
of the PUC, so we have had no
20
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railroad passenger service north of 
Portland since 1961.
I should like to present some of 
the evidence here as to the need 
for the service and the need for 
its restoration. First of all, let me 
quote from thi-ee or four letters. 
I have volumes of letters. 1 have 
brought some of my files here but 
I do not intend to delve into them. 
I have made a selection of a few 
to present to you. First of all let 
me read from a letter addressed to 
me by former Governor Horace A. 
Hildreth in February of this year, 
saying: “I just want to send you a 
note of congratulations and good 
luclc for raising ihe question of 
railroad transportation in the Slate 
of Maine. Some passenger trans­
portation is of so much importance 
lo the State of Maine that even 
though the problem must be ex­
tremely complicated it is none the 
less worthwhile raising it and strug­
gling with it.'’
Here is a letter from an individ­
ual, a woman living out of the state 
who writes, “1 live in New York 
City and visit my daughter in Orono 
frequently. Disliking air travel and 
distrusting busses, I take the train 
to Portland where she meets us by 
car. This involves over 309 miles of 
driving for her, and in the winter 
time several Orono to New York 
phone calls the night before and 
early morning of my trip to see 
if the roads are clear and driving 
conditions good at the Maine end 
of my journey. Altogether a nuis­
ance.”
And this from a banker in New 
York City, signed, R. L. Ireland, 
III: ‘‘The cessation of railroad serv­
ice has made it virtually impossible 
for a great many people to com­
mute on weekends during the sum­
mer months and 1 feel very strong­
ly that it would be in the best in­
terest. of the future of the ‘vaca­
tion trade’ for the Maine legislature 
lo take the proper steps to restore 
|  passenger service.”
One more letter, this from an 
attorney in Bar Harbor,, Ralph C. 
Maslerman who writes: “The trans­
portation facilities available to 
Maine citizens are most ' inade­
quate. I have occasion to travel in 
my profession and the experience of 
traveling from Bar Harbor to New 
York City when the planes arc
down in the winter is one that 
should not bo indulged unless of 
great necessity. On Mt. Desert 
Island, several of our cottage own­
ers are leaving because they can­
not or do not travel by air and 
there is no train service. If wc 
can spend millions on our highways 
why cannot the state subsidize rail­
road companies to the extent nec­
essary for the companies to have a 
fair return on the investment? The 
present conditions are very hard 
on elderly persons and the ill who 
have to travel.”
These are just a few samples of 
communications which have been 
sent to me on this matter and I 
leave the testimony at that point. 
However, I should like to suggest 
to you that the restoration of rail­
road service is essential for oilier 
reasons. For example, here we are 
in Augusta, the State Capitol, and 
there is no railroad passenger serv­
ice available to this city. I doubt 
if there is another State Capitol in 
the whole of the United States in 
such a position. At this point may 
I recount an incident reported to 
me just the other day by a high 
government official in this city who 
found it necessary in mid-evening 
not long ago to find transportation 
to a distinguished guest who needed 
to travel to the south. The only 
available transportation was by 
bus. These two people went to the 
bus station here in Augusta which 
is a store on Main Street. There 
were no facilities, not even a bench 
on which to sit. This is the kind of 
image which we are presenting to 
people from, outside the state at 
the present time.
Think if you will of our college 
situation and university situation. 
The University of Maine at Orono 
without any railroad passenger ac­
commodation. Bates College, Bow- 
doin College, Colby College, without 
d e p e n d a b l e  public transporta­
tion. This is a serious matter. I 
know that some other schools have 
done the Same thing that Bangor 
Seminary has had to do. Each year 
during the winter months we have 
a convocation. We have three promi­
nent speakers coming from various 
parts of the United States. Because 
there is no dependable public trans­
portation, it is necessary for us to
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EXHIBIT 8
Page 6 of 16
LEGISLATIVE RECORD
have a private ear available in the 
city of Boston so that we can be 
sure that these people will arrive 
-in Bangor, since they cannot de­
pend on air travel and cannot be 
expected to travel by bus.
I call to your attention the public 
image of Maine, the prestige of 
the state which I know has fallen 
as a result of the cessation of pas­
senger traffic in this state. I am 
very often subject to ridicule on 
the part of my friends in southern 
New England on this matter, and I 
am sure many of you have had a 
similar experience. I believe it is 
important as indicated in the re­
port, for the industrial development 
and the recreational development of 
this state that we have at least a 
limited railroad passenger service 
between our major cities.
Now with regard to the findings 
of the Public Utilities Commission, 
and I call upon them now for the 
support of my position, the majority 
report you will note indicates that 
the Public Utilities Commission was 
in favor of the cessation of pas­
senger service. This is not true, f 
have before me copies of two de­
cisions of the Public Utilities Com­
mission, both of them issued in Jan­
uary of I960. The first. Number 
J 1J 69, in which the Public Utilities 
Commission in its conclusions made 
this statement: “Railroad passenger 
service is particularly important to 
a state like Maine due to its geo­
graphical location in relation to the 
rest of the nation, its large land 
area, predominately rural economy, 
severe long winters and the result­
ing travel difficulty. Maine’s quest 
for industrial development and its 
reputation as a vacation area also 
add to the importance of this serv­
ice.”
And again in conclusion, the PUC 
report said, “We are of the opinion 
that the complete discontinuance of 
railroad passenger service is not 
the best solution nor would such a 
move bo in the public interest. Rail­
road passenger service is an inte­
gral and necessary part of the 
transportation system of this state.”
Those conclusions were contained 
in the findings of the PUC on its 
investigation of railroad passenger 
service in general. At the same 
time it issued a finding with re-
•SENATE, JUNE 13, 1963 2927
gard to the Maine Central Railroad 
and the discontinuance of passenger 
trains. Again I quote from the re­
port briefly: “The evidence shows 
that many people, still prefer rail 
passenger service for one reason 
or another. Notwithstanding the 
amount of alternative service avail­
able many people refuse to fly, 
cither can’t or don’t like to drive 
and find the busses cramped and 
uncomfortable. These people prefer 
trains for reasons of safety, de­
pendability and comfort, reasons 
which are undeniably true. Railroad 
passenger service is particularly im­
portant to a state like Maine, in 
light of its geographical location in 
relation to the rest of the nation, 
its large land area, predominantly 
rural economy; severe long win­
ters and resultant travel difficulty. 
Maine’s efforts toward industrial 
development and its reputation as 
a vacationland unquestionably a d d 
to the importance of this service. 
There is a substantial public de­
mand for and use of the passenger 
trains here involved”
As I indicated earlier, the PUC 
ordered the continuation of t w o 
trains between Portland and Ban­
gor. This decision was set aside by 
the Maine Supreme Court. Another 
point I should like to make, and it 
is made in the report, is this: 
Since the state gives aid to other 
forms of transportation, there is no 
logical reason why it should not 
subsidize railroad passenger service. 
Quite to the contrary, there is ev­
ery reason why it should.
Let me quote just a sentence 
from the report of the Maine Su­
preme Judicial Court when it is­
sued its findings. It raises this ques­
tion: “Are the alternative means of 
passenger transportation adequate 
to the needs of the traveling public? 
The evidence shows that upon dis­
continuance of train service, the 
communities involved will be served 
by air at terminals in the principle 
cities, by automobile over public 
highways and the Maine Turnpike 
and by bus service available 
through the areas now served by 
the railroads and offering compar­
able transit times and somewhat 
cheaper fares. These alternative 
services arc in fact the very ones
22
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for which the public has increasing­
ly shown a marked preference.”
While I do not stand here to 
disagree with the Supreme Court, 
I quote this paragraph so that I 
may quote the next sentence. “All 
of these services are being constant­
ly improved by the expenditure of 
large sums of public sums for air­
ports and highways.” If for air 
ports and highways, why not for 
railroad passenger service?
This report in its minority form 
suggests that the state invest slight­
ly over one million dollars as a 
capital investment in equipment in 
order to restore limited service be­
tween the cities of Portland and 
Bangor. This would of course serve 
intermediate stations although the 
majority report argues that the re­
quest is made for only two cities, 
which is obviously not the case. 
Such service would provide ade­
quate, safe, fast transportation to 
Auburn, Lewiston, Brunswick, Wa- 
tcrville, Augusta and other stations 
between Portland and Bangor. It is 
estimated and these are figures pro­
vided by the Maine Central Rail­
road, that there would be an an­
nual deficit of 3331,872 for this par­
ticular service, but I should like to 
suggest that this deficit could be 
reduced and I believe would be re­
duced if the service were inau­
gurated, by proper scheduling, by 
adequate promotion of the service, 
all of which was not offered at 
the time the (rains were taken off.
Another point I should like to 
underline is ihat the railroads of 
Maine for many years operated 
passenger trains at a financial loss. 
This was a service to the state. A 
service which was not appreciated. 
Now (he time has come when the 
railroads need the help of the state 
in order to properly serve the (rav­
eling public. This is another argu­
ment I present for your considera­
tion. I remind you that the 99th leg­
islature failed to give important tax 
relief to the railroads, which might 
have prevented the necessity for 
their abandoning railroad passenger 
service. Now we have an opportu­
nity to make amends for that short­
sightedness. In conclusion, Mr. Presi- 
ident and members of the Senate, 
let me summarize if I may what 
appear to me to be the advantages
of the restoration of limited pas­
senger service at the estimated 
cost of a million and three quarter 
dollars during the next biennium. 
It would provide safe, dependable, 
comfortable service to the traveling 
public. It would provide accessibil­
ity to our leading institutions of 
higher education, including die state 
university. I believe ihat this action 
on tlie part of the state would re­
store confidence in our state on the 
part of industrialists who may be 
thinking of establishing industry in 
this state, on the part of tiiose 
who would visit cur state for rec­
reation purposes. I suggest that the 
adoption of the plan which I propose 
would give much needed assistance 
to the Maine Central Railroad which 
is a vital industry in our state, 
which is a public utility that ought 
to be encouraged to perform its 
function, part of which is to pro­
vide railroad passenger service.
And may I just, say in paren­
theses here, that the Bangor and 
Aroostook railroad, through, its rep­
resentative, agreed at our meetings, 
that iat (his time they wculd not 
be interested in restoring railroad 
service because they feel that peo­
ple are adequately served by bus. 
Ilowcver, the Maine Central repre­
sentative did say that if this plan 
were adopted, the railroad would be 
willing to cooperate with (he state. 
And in the final analysis, I believe 
that a plan such as that outlined 
here would greatly enhance the im­
age and the reputation of our state. 
E. D. White, part time resident of 
the State of Maine and well known 
as an editor of the New Yorker 
magazine has said that a state 
without railroad passenger service 
is a state that is coming apart at 
the seams.
I 'agree that this state is in need 
of revitalization and I believe that 
the restoration of limited passenger 
service will give a blood transfusion, 
will restore new health and vitality 
to the corporate body which is 
our beloved State of Maine. Thank 
you.
The PRESIDENT: The Senator 
from Penobscot, Senator Whittaker, 
moves that we accept the Minority 
Ought to be accepted report of the 
committee.
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Mr. KIMBALL of Hancock: Mr. 
President, ladies and gentlemen of 
the Senate, I at this time would 
• like to stand to express' my feeling 
that what we have just heard from 
Senator Whittaker applies more 
than to just the distance between 
Portland and Bangor, it applies to 
the whole section so well known 
as Down East.
We are fifty miles from Bangor 
at Mount Desert Island and I would 
like to recall a picture of the old 
days when the Bar If arbor Express 
came into (he station at Ellsworth 
and I have seen as many as nine 
sections of the Bar Harbor Express 
come in in one morning’s time, un­
loading passengers to distribute 
through the entire Down East area. 
And this full area has been bene­
fited greatly in the past by railroad 
service. Unfortunately now there is 
no way for many of the people who 
would like to get here, to get 
here. I speak now particularly of 
some of th.e older women who would 
like to corne up to spend the sum­
. mer along the coast of Maine, who 
again don’t feel that they can fly, 
perhaps there is some reason they 
should not fly. If train service were 
available as far as Bangor, they 
would still come up. I can show 
you letters in my files at home 
from a party down in Charlottesville, 
Virginia another party in Memphis, 
Tennessee, and so on, of people ex­
pressing a wish to come back into 
the state, but as the transportation 
difficulties are so great at the 
time, they do not feel that they 
can come.
Now I am thinking of just a small 
personal angle but you figure how 
many people were on nine different 
sections of the Bar Harbor Express 
that used to come up there and un­
load passengers who come down 
basically on the island. Then mag­
nify that by the number that, go 
all over the general area and you 
can see what is missing now. Per­
haps you can see why it is that 
the Mount Desert area was one of 
the areas listed under the report 
that has just been distributed last 
week of having a drop-off of five 
percent in collection of the sales 
tax. The lack of transportation is a 
very serious problem. There are
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many of us who go by automobile 
primarily or if in a hurry we try 
to fly, but when you have a summer 
such as last summon when the 
weather conditions were extremely 
bad, the people who made reserva­
tions by plane to try to fly in 
were calling day after day that they 
had been unable to secure further 
reservations, they couldn’t get there. 
Therefore the various businesses 
would lose anywhere from two or 
three days to a week’s time in hav­
ing people with them. It is a serious 
problem.
I sincerely hope that there is some 
way that we here in the state 
can get behind this idea of resur­
recting some form of railroad traf­
fic to this great Down East area 
to help it out even in the recrea­
tional field. Over and beyond that 
you have the industrial field, and 
again agreeing with Dr. Whittaker, 
I feel how strongly the people must 
feci who are considering opening 
up a business anywhere in their 
general area when they have no 
sure transportation such as railroad 
transportation. You get a stormy 
day in winter and it is quite a 
different proposition getting on a 
railroad train and going through 
than it is trying (o get on a plane 
with the uncertainties in getting 
through in inclement weather, and 
we all know what a ear can do on 
a slippery road. Thank you.
Mr. BROOKS of Cumberland: Mr. 
President, ladies and gentlemen of 
the Senate, 1 rise in opposition to 
the motion of the Senator from Pe­
nobscot, Senator Whittaker. I was 
privileged to serve on this special 
committee to study the railroad 
problem in the State of Maine. I 
am very much interested I am sure 
you will agree with transportation 
and with the development of Maine 
as quickly and as effectively as pos­
sible. We alt know that there are 
volumes of testimony that have 
been given regarding railroad pas­
senger service in the State of Maine 
and we all know the feeling of the 
Maine Supreme Judicial Court. Let’s 
go further. Throughout the several 
states of the nation, railroad pas­
senger service today is not a profit­
able undertaking. There is being 
tried now a pilot type of transpor-
!f
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lation in file Boston area where the 
Commonwealth is subsidizing the 
Boston and Maine. That is for com­
muter service in a large metropoli­
tan area with short mileage and to­
day it has not proven to be profit­
able. I am not indifferent to the 
sentiments of those who like rail­
roads, there is a nostalgia attached 
to the railroad industry but I think, 
ladies and gentlemen that wc must 
face the facts of life, and the facts 
today are that the railroad passen­
ger service in the United States in 
most areas, particularly in Maine 
certainly is not a profitable under­
taking.
I, too, have talked with many 
people, particularly since being put 
on this committee, and asked them 
about railroad passenger service 
and they all thought it was lovely 
but not one of them would ride (lie 
railroads. They wouldn't because 
about ninety-five percent of our 
people today travel by car. The 
recreational business in the State of 
Maine is being developed through 
our highways. The concept of rec­
reation today is family traveling, 
camping, motels and hotels. T li e 
railroad freight service in' Maine 
is good. That does assist industry. 
1 can’t see where it would be a 
slop forward for the State at this 
time to subsidize a program which 
even the railroad has only esti­
mated as far as expense is con­
cerned, and that was based on the 
lack of rver.ue which they appre­
ciated back in 1959 and 1960 and 
before.
Now we also are quite aware of 
the fact that we are struggling to­
day with many important b i l l s ,  
many important problems and we 
are confronted with the problem of 
money and the majority of the com­
mittee feels that 81,750,000 approxi­
mately of slate subsidy to reinstate 
passenger service with no guaran­
tee whatsoever that anyone is going 
to use the passenger service to the 
extent that there would be any re­
turn in th,e amount of subsidy, we 
feel that there are many more ur­
gent problems that are going to 
requite limited resources and for 
that reason and for the reasons I 
stated earlier, I signed the majority 
report and that is why I have 
risen in opposition to the motion 
of the Senator from Penobscot, Sen­
ator Whittaker, and I would request 
a division when the vote is taken.
Mr. JOHNSON of Somerset: Mr. 
President, I would like to ask a 
question through the Chair if I may 
of the Senator from Penobscot, Sen­
ator Whittaker on Item 5, of the 
Minority Report. It says, “T h e  
amount of capital cost is 81,919.000.” 
That is to provide the (rains I 
believe. Would he perhaps tell me 
or anyone over what period of time 
this equipment would be useable be­
fore it would have to be replaced 
and additional capital dollars would 
be needed?
Mr. WHITTAKER of Penobscot: 
Mr. President and members of the 
Senate, 1 cannot answer the latter 
part of the question: 1 do riot know. 
Wc could find out from railroad 
officials I suppose, what is the life­
time of passenger train equipment 
today. This figure is to cover the 
purchase of three Budd car units, 
self propelled units, and also in­
cluded in the figure is (he expense 
necessary for changing the signal 
system on the lines in order to 
effect this particular type of serv­
ice.
I do take this opportunity, how­
ever, to point out that the capital 
expense is not a recurring expense 
every biennium. When it would be 
recurring is beyond my knowledge. 
However, the proposal is that this 
be done for a two year period. If 
then tlie idea had to lie abandoned, 
I am sure the equipment would be 
saleable because it is being used 
in other parts of the country.
Mr. LOVELL of York: Mr. Presi­
dent, I feel that I would like to go 
on record in favor of the good Sena­
tor from Penobscot’s report. I had 
a bill for a transportation study for 
some 825.000 which many people 
throughout the stale felt was neces­
sary. This bill was killed and the 
order is on the appropriations table 
but I just noticed recently in the 
papers tliat the Department of Eco­
nomic Development was granted 
843,510 for transportation s t u d y .  
This is a federal grant under urban 
planning assistance program to aid 
the metropolitan area of Portland 
in development plans for transporta­
tion as part of its program of com­
prehensive planning. So if they can 
vote 818,500 for a transportation 
study just for Portland, I t h i n k
?5
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that that is really pretty progres­
sive.
I might also say that I have 
nolecl that although we have some 
350,000 pleasure cars in Maine, the 
students in colleges for example,are 
out on the road hitch-hiking and 
trying to get back home or trying 
to get back to college and this is 
naturally a hazard on the highway 
and can well increase our highway 
deaths.
There are many people as the 
Senator said that arc definitely op­
posed to riding in automobiles due 
to the accident rate. I have also 
noted that we have over 50,000 boys 
and girls that come into Maine for 
our summer camps throughout the 
state. In my area there are a great 
many summer camps, and without 
rail service it has hurt and impeded 
these camps and their growth. I 
think that we could well analyze 
this program. 1 don’t know that this 
is the proper program or the 
amount of funds necessary' but I 
think that the railroads pay taxes 
to the community, the highways of 
course are paid with the gas tax 
but I think we should give very 
careful consideration to this pro­
gram that Senator Whittaker has 
mentioned and I certainly would go 
on record to accept his program.
Mr. COUTURE of Androscoggin: 
Mr. President and members of the 
Senate, the first thing I did this 
morning was to read this through 
and I made up my mind to go on 
record as favoring this matter. I 
feci in my heart now that it is a 
step forward in creating quite a lot 
of employment, also transportation 
for file people in our stale. Of course 
that means a larger crew on the 
railroads who have been laid off 
when they did away with this trans­
portation in Maine. Also quite a few 
people were laid off in the store­
house in Watervilie when they did 
away with this transportation. I do 
believe it is a step forward in cre­
ating work for the people. Also 
creating adequate transportation at 
least from Portland to Bangor and 
I believe .this is a step forward.
Mr. WHITTAKER of Penobscot: 
Mr. President and members of the 
Senate, just briefly one or two com­
ments. In tiie last year in which 
railroads were running between 
. Portland and Bangor, figures indi­
cate that there were over 300,000 
passengers carried by Maine rail­
roads. I am sure there is a market.
I am sure also( that there is a 
market for fast service. For Various 
reasons the railroads were not able 
to provide dependable and fast serv­
ice in the late 105Q’s because of 
the necessity of planning so-called 
dead-end traffic which slowed up 
their schedules. With Budd car 
equipment there would be no such 
problem, since Budd cars are 
equipped to handle primarily pas­
sengers.
Norv to explain the procedure 
that could be followed. First of all 
may I say that this is a possibility.
I felt that the minority report ought 
to be presented to you so that you 
would know what is possible. It is 
up to you to determine whether it 
is worth the. investment required. 
If this report, the minority report, 
is accepted, I presume it will go 
to the other body, and if it is ac­
cepted there, I would assume that 
a committee would be authorized 
in accordance with the minority re­
port, to suggest legislation to the 
101st Legislature, which could then 
be considered on its merits for pos­
sible adoption. Whether or not in 
this event I would be able to get 
a resolve through the committee on 
new bills is a question, but this is 
the procedure involved if tills re­
port were adopted.
Mr. JACQUES of Androscoggin: 
Mr. President and members of the 
Senate, about three or four years 
ago I had the experience of being 
the only one to testify in front of 
the PUC in Lewiston. We had a pub­
lic hearing on discontinuing the rail­
roads. We had advertising in the 
papers for about a week but I 
was the only one there to testify. 
The railroad iiad about twelve law­
yers there and naturally they were 
a little rough on me telling what 
the milk trains were going through 
and how many cans they were 
bringing in. At that time I was all 
confused. The Chairman of PUC at 
that time was Judge Delehanty, and 
he helped me along but nobody 
else seemed to be interested in 
losing the railroad in our city. «I 
am going to support this committee 
report. I feel that a lot of these 
people are not able to come in to 
testify whether they need a railroad
26
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or not. I think Lewiston needs rail­
roads just as much as anyone else. 
We have industries, maybe not so 
much for recreation because we 
don’t have the ocean but we do 
have around ten lakes. Senator 
Brooks said a while ago he was 
opposed to the report. Well, 1 can 
sec that. He wants to keep all the 
people in Portland but I certainly 
will support this report.
Mrs. SPROUL of Lincoln: Mr.
President and members of the Sen­
ate, this is a subject that I have 
felt very' strongly about for some 
time. I feci that I have always been 
e user of the railroad passenger 
service as long as it was available 
and still am a user of the freight 
service. As far as the freight serv­
ice goes, I am happy to say that 
the Maine Central during the past 
year or two has been more than 
willing to cooperate with us.
I recognize among the letters read 
by Senator Whittaker, the name of 
R. L. Ireland and 1 cannot tell you 
in words what this family means 
to the economy of the town of 
Bristol. Pemaquid Harbor which is 
a branch of Bristol is supported al­
most entirely by this one family, 
and when they used to come on the 
train they brought cooks, maids, 
really quite a staff. It is their cus­
tom now to employ two, maybe 
three men from Bristol to man 
their yacht and every year the men 
go on a cruise and I know because 
I keep track of their whereabouts, 
I  know where they are about voting 
time, so I know about where they 
are.
Besides this I have had contact 
with Mr. Ireland by letter and lie 
has said more than once that lie 
could not continue to come to Maine 
if the passenger service was dis­
continued. Well, I have been watch­
ing this and so far they are still 
coming. Besides those that I have 
mentioned, they employ local wom­
en. There are some women that 
are employed in the cottages as 
cooks. That is enough about this 
family probably, but 1 have gone 
by several mornings ar.d I have 
seen people waiting outside the 
buses, outside the drug stores. 
There are old people, there are 
people fugging great heavy suit­
cases, there ore people out there in
the rain and out there in the heat. 
I do not think we are providing ad­
equate transportation to our sum­
mer visitors. 1 protested doing away 
with railroad passenger service at 
the hearing in Rockland. I talked 
with Public Utilities several times. 
I am very happy to support the 
motion of Senator Whittaer.
Mr. REED of SAGADAHOC: Mr. 
President and members of the Sen­
ate it seems popular here to be 
supporting the railroads and I think 
probably they are justified. Howev­
er, I used to try to teach history 
and 1 would be continually asked 
what good history was and my an­
swer would be that you really can’t 
tell where you are going until you 
know where you have been. But 
there is something else that is im­
portant and that is the trend, and 
how times have changed, and I 
personally feel that it would be 
wrong at this tin:e for the State 
of Maine to embark on this type 
of thing. I think we should spend 
our money where it is going to 
give us the greatest return.
Now we talk about the past in 
regard to what used to be, in our 
summer areas, but is tills true any 
more and would it be true if the 
trains were put back? 1 would like 
to see them put back if the rail­
roads themselves could do it but 
as far as the state seeking two 
million dollars and getting hooked 
up in the train service, I think it 
is wrong. First of all, it is just 
between two primary cities, Port­
land and Bangor as I take it. al­
though it will stop several places 
in between. Now right off the bat 
next year you are going to have 
a double barrel highway that you 
can get on in Portland and go di­
rectly to Bangor. Now this is what 
this train is going to have to com­
pete against. Now twenty years ago, 
you couldn’t take a rented car tike 
you can today and drive it to Ban­
gor and leave it in Bangor on the 
national hookup of rental serv­
ices that we have today.
As 1 say, I am not an expert on 
transportation. I don’t pretend to be 
and I just feel that I will support 
the Majority Report here and op­
pose the motion of the Senator from 
Penobscot, Senator Wihltaker and 
I just thought I would express some
27
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of my reasons. I feel that we are 
hanging on to tiie past and although 
we all would like to have this pas­
senger service, I feel that it would 
be wrong for the state to go into 
' it in this wav.
Mr. WHITTAKER of Penobscot: 
Mr. President, may I simply com­
ment that I, too, am a professor 
of history and I know that history 
sometimes repeats itself.
The PRESIDENT: The question 
before the Senate is on the motion 
of the Senator from Penobscot, Sen­
ator Whittaker that we accept the 
Minority Ought to be accepted re­
port.
A division of the Senate was had.
Fifteen having voted in the affir­
mative and fourteen opposed, th e  
motion prevailed and the Minority 
Ought to be accepted report was 
accepted.
Roth reports were ordered sent 
forthwith to the House.
The Committee of Conference on 
the disagreeing action of the two 
brandies of the Legislature on Bill, 
“An Act Limiting the Amount of 
Salary of Certain State Officers.” 
HI. P. 830) (L. D. 1217) ask leave 
to report that they are unable to 
agree.
Which report was read and ac­
cepted in concurrence.
Committee Reports — Senate 
Conference Committee Reports
The Committee of Conference on 
the disagreeing action of the two 
braneh.es of the Legislature on Bill, 
"An Act to Authorize a Bond Issue 
for Purchase of Voting Machines 
for Resale to Municipalities.” (It. P. 
97) (L. D. 141) reported that they 
are unable to agree.
The Committee of Conference on 
the disagreeing 'action of the two 
brauclies of the Legislature on Bill, 
“An Act Providing for the Study 
of a State Building Code and Anti­
Shack Statute.” (S. P. 202) (L. D. 
512) reported that the Senate re­
cede from its action whereby the 
Bill was passed to be engrossed 
as amended by Committee Amend­
ment “A” , and refer the Bill to 
the 102nd Legislature, and that the 
House recede from its action where­
by the Bill was indefinitely post­
poned, and refer the Bill to the 
102nd Legislature in concurrence.
Which reports were read and ac­
cepted, the Senate voted to recede 
from its action whereby the bill was 
passed to be engrossed, referred the 
bill to the 102nd Legislature and 
ordered the bill sent forthwith to 
the blouse.
Ought to Pass -•  As Amended
Air. Porteous from the Committee 
on Constitutional Amendments a n d 
Legislative Reapportionment on Re­
solve, Proposing an Amendment to 
the Constitution to Revise Article 
VI Relating to the Judicial Power. 
(S. P. 529) (L. I). 1450) reported 
that the same Ought to pass as 
amended by Committee Amendment 
“A” (S-202)
Which report was road and ac- 
ccptocl and under suspension of the 
ru left the resolve was read twice 
and passed to be engrossed.
Ordered sent forthwith to the 
House.
Mr. Boardman from the Commit­
tee C'U Judiciary on Bill, "An Act 
to Correct Errors and Inconsisten­
cies in the Public Laws.” (S. P. 
S3) (L. D. 124) reported that the 
same Ought to pass as amended 
by Committee Amendment “A” (L. 
D. 1583)
Which report was read and ac­
cepted and the bill read once.
Mr. FARRIS of Kennebec: Mr.
President, I might say that this 
is the so-called omnibus bill and I 
move that it lie on the table.
The motion prevailed and the bill 
was tabled pending adoption of Com­
mittee Amendment A.
Second Readers
The Committee on Bills in the Sec­
ond Reading reported the following 
Bill:
Senate .
Bill, “An Act to Create the Maine 
Power Authority.” (S. P. 301) (L. 
D. 87-4)
Which was read a second time 
and (Mr. Philbriek of Penobscot pre­
sented Senate Amendment B and 
moved its adoption.
The Secretary read the amend­
ment.
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in favor of same and thirty-five 
against, and accordingly the Re­
solve was finally passed, signed by 
the Speaker and sent to the Senate.
The SPEAKER pro tem: F o r  
what purpose does the gentleman 
arise?
Mr. RANKIN of Southport: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that when the vote 
is taken, it be taken by the yeas 
and navs.
The SPEAKER pro tem: The 
gentleman from Southport, Mr. Ran­
kin, asks that the vote be taken 
by the yeas and nays. All those in 
favor will rise.
An insufficient number arose.
The SPEAKER pro tem: Obvi­
ously less than one-fifth having 
arisen, the roll call will not be 
taken.
Passed to Re Enacted 
An Act to Incorporate (he Town 
of Waldoboro School District (H. P. 
558) (L. D. 76-1)
An Act Authorizing Forest Com­
missioner to Permit and Regulate 
Dredging in Great Ponds (H. P. 
1015) (L. D. 1469)
Were reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly a n d  
strictly engrossed, passed to be en­
acted, signed by the Speaker and 
sent to the Senate.
Orders of the Day
The Chair laid before the House 
the first tabled and today assigned 
matter:
“ liA .iuhiTT AND MINORITY RE­
PORTS — Joint Select Committee 
on Railroad Passenger Service (S. 
P. 196)
Tabled — June 14, by Mr. Min­
sky of Bangor.
Pending — Motion of Mr. Albair 
of Caribou to Accept Majority Re­
port.
The SPEAKER pro tem: T h e
Chair recognizes t h e  gentleman 
from Bangor, Mr. Ewer.
Mr. EWER: Mr. Speaker a n d  
Ladies and Gentlemen of the House: 
I ask you not to become dismayed 
ahead of time because I' do not 
intend to read all of this pile of 
matter t(,hat I have here. This mat­
ter of railway transportation hi 
Maine has been a vital one to me 
personally for a good many years
from my long experience in the rail­
road game. I was involved in all 
the hearings which led to the final 
abandonment of passenger train 
service in Maine. With Senn'tor 
Whittaker I have been very much 
interested in the possibilities of get­
ting some restoration of sendee.
The report of the majority of the 
committee, the special committee to 
investigate this matter, had one in­
accuracy in it that I think perhaps 
it arose from a misunderstanding 
on their pare. They stated in the 
Majority “Ought not to pass’’ Re­
port that the Public Utilities Com­
mission and the Supreme Court of 
Maine had both decided against the 
necessity for any continuation of 
passenger service. This was not so. 
Tlie P u b l i c  Utilities Commis­
sion agreed that there was a neces­
sity. They also agreed that t li e 
railroads for financial reasons could 
not be forced to maintain t li c 
amount of service Unit had been 
previously offered. So they set up 
a system whereby the Maine Cen­
tral was fo make two round trips 
a day, with conventional equipment, 
between Portland and Bangor, with 
one of the trips running through to 
Vaiiceboro and the Bangor a n d 
Aroostook would maintain one 
round trip a day between Northern 
Maine Junction and Caribou. This 
was done, and the Maine Central 
Railroad protested this order of the 
Commission and took it to the Su­
preme Court. The Supreme Court, 
after its decision, decided unani­
mously that the position of the 
Public Utilities Commission \v a s 
not tlie correct one and ordered 
the Commission lo vacate their pre­
vious decision and immediately per­
mit abandonment of all passenger 
train service.
I would like to read a few short 
sentences from tlie various reports 
of tlie Public Utilities Commission. 
Tite first one from tiie discussion 
based upon the petition of July 8, 
1959, on Hearing number 3481, page 
13, tlie Commission said, “The evi­
dence here Shows that many people 
still prefer rail passenger service 
for one reason or another. Notwith­
standing tlie amount of alternative 
service available, many people re-' 
fuse to fly, either can’t or don’t 
like to drive, and find busses
29
EXHIBIT 8
Page 14 of 16
3110 LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, JUNE 18, 1903
cramped and uncomfortable. These 
people prefer trains for reasons of 
safety, dependability and comfort, 
r e a s o n s  which are undoubtedly 
true.’’ They go on "to explain why 
in their opinion some railroad serv­
ice is essential to Maine.
At the time of the hearing, testi­
mony was brought out w h i c h 
showed that the Maine Central Rail­
road at that time had a dependa­
bility record of on-time perform­
ance of forty percent. I don't 
think that is a very good record. 
The road for which I was working 
at the lime, the Bangor and Aroos­
took, had an on-time record at that 
time of some almost ninety percent 
as I remember it.
The reasons for the poorer serv­
ice were brought old at the time 
of (lie hearing, and were very val­
id ones. The railroads at that time 
were also asking for a reduction in 
their excise tax, and 1 think prop­
erly so. They appeared before the 
99th session of Hie Legislature and 
asked for this reduction and wore 
refused. They appeared before the 
100th and were given it. At that 
time, a last minute amendment to 
provide that, any railroad to become 
eligible for this tax relief would 
have had to provide satisfactory 
passenger and freight service for the 
preceding twelve months. This was 
defeated in the House by two votes. 
So it. didn’t work.
1 realize that tiiis is water over 
the dam to a great deal of an ex­
tent, but I do remember at the 
time of the hearings, there were 
many people both from inside the 
state and outside who testified at 
•the final hearing in Augusta that 
passenger train service was essen­
tial for our vacation industry. They 
felt that, we were making a bad 
mistake in giving ii. up, that some­
thing should be kept going a n y- 
way in the state.
In view of that, I would like to 
read this brief statement from the 
report of the Commission. “We are 
of the opinion that the complete 
discontinuance of railroad passenger 
service is not the best solution, nor 
would such a move be in the public 
interest. Railroad passenger service 
is an integral and necessary part 
of the transportation of this slate.” 
Then they go on to make their rec­
ommendations for the continuance 
of partial service. . .
At the time of the hearing, it was 
brought out—and I wish to empha­
size this fact because- it, to my 
mind, is one of the more important 
features in a possible resumption 
of service at some time in the fu­
ture, that presently there is no 
method by winch bodies, corpses, 
may be transported except by rail­
way express or by ambulance in 
and out of Maine. There is no way 
by which a stretcher case being 
transported to a hospital in Boston 
or further, can be handled out of 
the state, except by ambulance. It 
is an expensive way of moving 
anyone to the hospital.
The problem of operating B u d d 
cars was discussed at the time of 
this hearing. In fact, the Public 
Utilities Commission has spent a 
great deal of time and money in 
setting up a system of joint oper­
ation of conventional trains and 
Budd car equipment. They had 
worked out a system of rental with 
the Boston and Maine Railroad 
which at that time had a super 
abundance of Budd cars available, 
and it worked out something that 
we felt we could buy. The operating 
brotherhoods had agreed to go just 
as far as they could go within the 
bounds of safety in regard to cur­
tailment. of tiic number of men 
constituting a crew on this equip­
ment, and the Public Utilities Com­
mission felt that they offered some­
thing which was fair to the rail­
roads. One railroad refused abso­
lutely to have anything to do with 
this whatsoever, thc-y wouldn’t buy 
any Budd cars, they wouldn’t op­
erate any Budd cars, they wouldn’t 
let them run over their lines if 
they were given to them and they 
were paid to handle them, which 
very definitely put the squelch to 
that particular idea. In order to run 
Budd car equipment in the State of 
Maine over block signal territories 
it is necessary to make a slight 
change in the strength of the relays 
of each signal. A stronger relay 
has to be put in than the one that 
they have presently there. It is not 
a very expensive job. As I remem­
ber it the figures given lo the Bos­
ton and Maine at the time they con­
verted, using their own crews with
!
n
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no overtime involved and no hirings 
of extra men, was about $1.75 for 
each signal, which was certainly not 
an excessive figure.
-1 realize that the price tag for 
this thing probably is high. I realize 
that we haven’t much money float­
ing around. But I would like to see 
this thing if possible kept alive 
in case money should become avail­
able by some miracle, and when I 
say miracle, I think probably we 
have got to strike oil in Maine to 
satisfy all our monetary problems, 
but I would like to see this kept 
alive and then be considered if we 
set up a study committee during the 
interim period between this Legis­
lature and (he next one to study 
the transportation needs of all kinds 
in the State of Maine, and I hope 
that the motion now before the 
House of the gentleman from Cari­
bou, Mr. AlbaLr, to accept the Ma­
jority Report will not prevail and 
that instead we may accept the Mi­
nority Report as was done in the 
other House and go along with this.
The SPEAKER pro tern: The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Wiseasset, Mr. Pease.
Mr. PEASE: Mr. Speaker, as a 
signer of the Majority ‘"Ought to 
be Accepted” Report, I feel that 
it is my responsibility or one of 
my responsibilities to say just a 
few words in favor of the Majority 
Report.
The members of the House of Rep­
resentatives who were named to 
that committee, the gentleman from 
Portland, Mr. Cepe, the gentleman 
from Caribou, Mr. Albair, and I, 
attended the meetings of the com­
mittee, conversed with the repre­
sentatives of the railroads who were 
in attendance, and we based our 
decision against recommending th e  
reinstitution of passenger service at 
this time on two — I believe two 
basic matters, two underlying rea­
sons. First, that the cost of this 
service is prohibitive. Obviously, as 
a member of tiiose who vote for 
economies in government, I would 
hardly be expected to sign a report 
which would cost the State of Maine 
well over a million dollars, perhaps 
somewhere in the neighborhood of 
a million and three-quarters over 
the next biennium. That is the first 
reason.
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Secondly, based on the decisions 
of tlie Public Utilities Commission 
and of our Supreme Judicial Court, 
it seemed that it had been found 
and based on all the facts that 
were then available, that passenger 
service was no longer desired by 
the vast majority of the travelling 
public or even a segment of the 
travelling public large enough to 
warrant it. Now in the matter as 
it has just been discussed by the 
gentleman from Bangor, Mr. Ewer, 
he made reference to (he decision 
of the Public Utilities Commission 
and th.e fact that perhaps the ma­
jority of this committee had been 
in error in citing the fact that the 
Public Utilities Commission had de­
termined that this service was no 
longer necessary. It is my recol­
lection from going into this matter 
that the facts are as follows: first 
that the several railroads petitioned 
oil various occasions for the elimi­
nation of certain passenger routes 
and on many occasions those were 
granted. Then in a general case, 
joined by the Maine Central Rail­
road and tiie Bangor and Aroostook 
Railroad, they asked for the cessa­
tion of all passenger service in the 
state on their connecting lines, and 
the Public Utilities Commission .rath­
er than find that service was no 
longer necessary or rather than 
find that it was absolutely neces­
sary ordered a one-year trial run, 
a one-year trial run in tire case of the 
Maine Central Railroad of t w o 
round trips per day between Port­
land and Bangor. The Maine Cen­
tral Railroad appealed this decision 
to Hie Supreme Judicial Court, who 
reviewed the entire record and the 
facts presented, and found that the 
Public Utilities Commission Was not 
justified in its findings that this 
one-year trial period should be run.
In the case of the Bangor and 
Aroostook Railroad, no appeal was 
taken. However, at the end of that 
one year, they then returned to the 
Public Utilities Commission w i t h  
their findings of that one-year peri­
od, and the Public Utilities Com­
mission then relieved them of the 
responsibility for any further pas­
senger operations. So I suggest to 
you that although it lias been indi­
cated that we may have been in­
correct. that we were correct on
-HOUSE, JUNE 18, 1903 3117
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the facts as we related them to you 
and we would strongly urge, and I 
would strongly urge that the motion 
of the gentleman from Caribou, Mr. 
Albair, now that the Majority Re­
port be accepted, be received 
favorably by tiiis House.
The SPEAKER pro tem: The
Chair recognizes the geijtleman from 
■ Bangor, Mr. Ewer.
Mr. EWER: Mr. Speaker, there 
is one more quotation I would like 
to give from the Public Utilities 
Commission report on this matter. 
It has to do with subsidies to air­
lines. And it reads on page 30, the 
report on case 3160 as follows: 
“State, municipal and federal gov­
ernments have made large expend­
itures of the so-called airline air­
ports in Maine. During the period 
1917 through June 30, 1969, these 
expenditures total money spent less 
revenues received. Jn other words, 
out-o:^ locket expenditures total $3,­
600,009. This amount does not in- 
elude expenditures'made by the Air 
Force at the Bangor and Presque 
Isle airports which are also used 
by the airline.” So I contend that 
the matter of subsidies for other 
forms of transportation except the 
railroads is something that has been 
gone into under considerable extent 
for a long period of time by this 
state.
The SPEAKER pro tem: Is the 
House ready for the question? The 
question now pending before t h e 
House is the motion of the gen­
tleman from Caribou, Mr. Albair, 
that this House accept the Major­
ity Report and place both reports 
on file.
The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Portland, Mr. Cope.
Mr. COPE: Mr. Speaker a n d  
Members of the House: Being a 
member of the majority report, it 
would appear that since the bene­
ficiaries of this railroad service 
would be between the two major 
cities of Bangor and Portland, now 
on the face of it, it would appear I 
should support it particularly because 
with the subsidies involved, a million 
and three-quarters to both Portland 
and Bangor would benefit from it. 
However, after due consideration, we 
had quite a bit of time on this com­
mittee, I have received no com­
munications either for or against
service to the Portland area. I find 
that the mode of transportation has 
changed in the .past years. The need 
for railroads has subsided. The au­
tomobile, with the new highways go­
ing from Portland to Bangor, is now 
an inception practically. The airlines 
are in good shape. The busses are 
accommodating the people very 
well. It seems to me that the 
money that we could spend there, 
could very well be put in a more 
fruitful place such as education, 
recreation and industry. Therefore, 
I could not support the Minority 
Report.
The SPEAKER pro tem: The 
question beforethe House is Die ac­
ceptance of the Majority Report and 
placing both Reports on file. Is this 
the pleasure of the House?
Mr. Smith of Bar Harbor then 
requested a division.
The SPEAKER pro tem: A divi­
sion lias been requested. All those 
in favor of accepting the Majority 
Report and placing both Reports 
on tile, will please rise and re­
main standing until the monitors 
have made and returned the count.
A division of the House was had.
Seventy having voted in the af­
firmative and nineteen having vot­
ed in the negative, the motion to 
accept the Majority Report did pre­
vail.
Thereupon, the Majority Report 
was accepted and both Reports 
were ordered placed on file.
The Chair laid before the House 
the second tabled and today as­
signed matter:
AN ACT relating to Investigation 
of Motor Vehicle Accidents bv High­
way Safety Committee. (S. P. 192) 
(L. D. 1344) — In House Indefi­
nitely Postponed — In Senate En­
grossed with Senate “A” to Senate 
“B” in Non-concurrence. (Filings S- 
296) and (S-25G)
Tabled — June 14, by Mr. Rust 
of York.
Pending — Motion of Mr. Childs 
of Portland to Insist.
The SPEAKER pro (cm: T h e
Chair recognizes t h e gentleman 
from Bar Harbor, Mr. Smith.
Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I move 
that this be tabled until the next 
legislative day.
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RAIL MEETING
12:00 Noon Tuesday, October 16, 1973 
'Steer House, Winthrop, Maine
Invited Guests Attending
' Arl-L-e-r-i—G-t—D -us-t-in  f .
Bradley Peters 
Richard W. Sprague 
Hayes E. Gahagan 
James Barresi
Ron Palmguist w
'William Hennessey 
David Jack Hanson 
George Terrien 
Stuart Cunningham 
Carl Veazie 
Robert Doucette
XPhi1 ip Savage 
Fortin Powell 
Kenyon Carl 
Wayne Corbett 
p PiO£P £'V £>s
J-fK Guests 
/ *1
- DOT
' Rop^esent. jng
Boston & Maine Railroad •
Maine Central Railroad ' . •
Bangor and Aroostook Railroad. . 
State Representative, Caribou 
Northern Maine R.p.C. .
470 Railroad Club
Maine Mid-Coast Route #1 Ass'n.
Atlantic Design Fellowship
II II It
n e s t  ate/,-f p a lLs ^  P a x  oc-ni*n.
Boxdoin College, PARC 
University of Maine at Portland- 
Gorham
State Planning Office
i t  i t  n
i t  i i  i i
Natural Resources Council
C.<s £*<£• /y <J J -V 0
taf f
David H. Stevens 
Roger L. Mallar 
>^<Gedeon G. Picher 
Dan Webster 
William F. Fernald 
Fred A. Campbell
6 ; Staff
22 Total
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p— "'j hey call themselves “a group of highly public
|  spirited Maine citizens who have a dream,” 
and who believe that “we should live by 
design rather than by circumstance.”
They are architects, planners, an attorney, an 
educator; and they have incorporated under the 
name “Atlantic Design Fellowship.” As their project,
. they have taken on “Maine Train’76.”
“What we are suggesting is a cross-section view of 
beautiful and historic Maine, using a vehicle that liter­
ally transports thousands of people across the most 
charming and accessible parts of the state,” they 
stated in their proposal to the Maine Bicentennial 
Commission.
They propose to re-establish passenger train service 
between Portland and Rockland as a way of promoting 
and unifying the bi-centennial celebrations in the state.
But their goals are not that simple. “We see the train 
as an opportunity to redirect the towns [along the line] 
from strip highway development and quick stop tourist 
business to the solid Maine coastal community,” said 
David (Jack) Hanson, a Newcastle designer.
Since the railroad tracks run through the centers of 
the towns, the passengers would have no need for cars. 
Passengers could get off in a town like Brunswick or 
Bath or Rockland and walk to most of the places 
- tourists would want to see. Where the tracks are more 
distant from the present center of town, mini-bus - 
shuttles could be set up.
Although most of the cid stations have either been 
torn down or converted to other uses, Hanson sees the 
possibility of the towns building simple shelters to 
handle the passengers. _
Since most of the towns were originally built around 
the railroads, Hanson thinks using the train system 
would show how well the old town planning designs 
functioned. • _
Although the bicentennial train would be an ex­
cursion rather than a method of basic transportation, 
it could show off the advantages of this public system 
and stimulate passenger train use afterward.
The Maine Central Railroad tracks that would be 
used run through some of the most scenic coastline 
in the state without the blight that marks the major M £ 
highway; Route 1. H
Hanson and others in the Fellowship have created O 
the project entirely as a volunteer effort, although H) v 
they have hopes of enlisting some financial support (j\ 
so that everything can be ready for the 1976 bicen­
tennial summer. - .
It is estimated that up to twenty million people 
may descend on the state of Massachusetts during
C r\ f- 1*
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the summers of 1975 and 1976. Maine is expected to 
receive a fair number of these tourists.
Atlantic Design hopes that their train project will 
help to create order where chaos could easily exist.
For one thing, it is expected that train service 
would relieve some of the congestion on Route 1, 
which bears the brunt of summer traffic. The train 
service would in effect parallel that highway, and 
serve the same towns.
Atlantic Design has enlisted the Route One Associa­
tion in their planning by asking the group to gather 
historic and commercial information about the towns 
along the tracks.
Armed with this information, they would hope to 
be able to coordinate the tourist activities and facilities
to accommodate the travelling masses.
“We hope to get these towns ready to spruce up 
their business districts, to get walking tours arranged, 
historical sites prepared,” said Jack Reed, a retired 
advertising executive working with the group.
He cited four specific advantages he thought the 
project would bring to Maine: 1) it would emphasize 
Maine’s history and contribution to the United States; 
2) it would give the tourist a chance to see the charm 
of a small town life in Maine; 3) it would be a catalyst 
to bring the various towns’ bicentennial celebrations 
together; ? .n ^ ') it would stimulate added tourist in­
come and provide valuable tourist market information.
The Atlantic Design Fellowship is promoting the 
idea that this second anniversary of the revolution can 
be the beginning of another revolution, “a cultural 
and peaceful one, if we begin to emphasize human 
values rather than just material ones.”
The group .has a certain pride in the Maine way of 
life, which they hope to evangelize through the Maine 
Train Project. “ . . . the beginning of another and 
more desirable way oflife already exists in Maine.
We believe that a simple, but satisfying life-style 
exists in many Maine towns that should proudly 
be shown to the nation.”
Hanson said that their intention is not to tell the 
towns what to do to improve themselves, although 
there are many things that need to be done. He said 
many of the towns have poor municipal facilities, 
broken down fire trucks, and town offices that 
wouldn’t pass state fire codes. The important fact, 
he said, is to change the citizens’ cultural outlook.
“The need is to make people more aware of the 
value of their present circumstances, and the means 
by which they may feel more in control of those 
circumstances.
The proposal was presented to the Maine Bicen­
tennial Commission, most of whom said individually 
that they liked the idea. But no official endorsement ' 
was made. The Fellowship has hoped to receive some 
form of grant from the Commission to enable them 
to continue the project, but the Commission has 
minimal funds and there was some question among the 
members whether the Commission even had the auth­
ority to endorse such a proposal. Maine Train will be 
further discussed at later Commission meetings.
But for the Maine Train Project to become a reality, 
the greatest requirement is the support of the Maine 
Central Railroad. Hanson said that the project could 
be contained without using the railroad, by switching 
the idea to bus transportation, or investigating the 
possibility of using Arntrak, but “the point is not just 
doing it; the point is attempting to do it right.”
So far, Maine Central Railroad has conducted a 
feasibility study of the project in the form of a cost 
analysis for operating one train daily from Portland 
to Rockland and return from Mav 1 to September 
3 0 ,1976.
The railroad concluded that they would not find 
the project financially feasible, and cited the three 
main impediments as: “ the complete lack of station 
facilities between Portland and Rockland; the im­
practical nature of the proposed scheduling; and that 
significant revenues are highly questionable.”
In spite of the railroad’s pessimism. Hanson has 
been able to keep open discussions with the railroad, 
and is hoping to change their mind.
The Fellowship has hopes that the nostalgia of the 
passenger train and the pressures of summer automo­
bile traffic will attract a good number of passengers.
“We believe that the operation of Maine Train ’76 /
with the attendant publicity and excitement would 
do. much to restore awareness and interest in the Maine 
Central Railroad,” the Fellowship said in their proposal. 
They feel that the increase in attention would help the 
railroad build up their freight service, and help keep 
railroads alive.
And just as important, every passenger on the train 
would be given a questionnaire that could help to 
determine whether or not the consumer wants and 
would use passenger rail service on a permanent basis 
in the state.
“Everyone gets excited about passenger train service 
in Maine,” said -Jack Reed. “We think that Maine Train 
might be the platform, the basis for this.”
There is no indication that Maine Central Railroad 
is.the least bit interested in passenger service, and in 
fact, Hanson admits that an even more basic question 
to ask is “Docs the community want a railroad of any 
kind?”
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M aine Train ’76 requested $22,800 from the Bi­centennial Commission'as a planning grant to set up the rail passenger service for that summer. 
But more important, Maine Train would have to 
reiv on the aid of the Maine Central Railroad, which 
discontinued its passenger service about 1960, to pre­
pare the track, acquire the railroad cars, and run the 
trains.
What follows is the full text of the Maine Central 
Railroad reply to the volunteer committee and support­
ers of Maine Train:
■Maine Central Railroad Company was approached 
by the Volunteer Committee and Supporters of Maine 
Train in late March and asked to make a cost analysis 
and feasibility study of its proposal to operate daily 
passenger train service between Portland and Rockiand 
during the bicentennial year, 1976.
The proposed 85-mile route would include stops 
at historic towns such as: Yarmouth, Freeport, Bruns- . 
wick, Bath, Wiscasset, Mfwcastie-Damsriscotta,
Thomaston and Rockland. The slated objective is 
to provide Maine residents and tourists a tour of the 
southern Maine coast by rail, visiting various eommuni- . 
ties along the route where historical tours would be 
conducted.
Cost Analysis
The best possible estimate of the cost of the pro­
posed operation as outlined below is nearly $800,000 
plus 20% for supervision and administration for a total 
of nearly SI million or over $6000 a day.
The analysis includes minimum costs for Maine Central, 
to operate one train daily from Portland to Rockland 
and return from May 1 to September 30, 1976. The 
train would consist of, as suggested in the proposal: .
one diesel locomotive, five coaches and one baggage 
car. Labor for both operating and non-operating em­
ployees is the largest single cost; however, the expense 
to up-grade the right-of-way to higher speed standards 
is also significant. Rental of locomotives is included, as 
Maine Central’s present locomotive fleet is fully utilized. 
Figures are included for installing station platforms. - 
Although it was difficult to obtain a definite 
quotation on insurance costs, our best estimate, based 
upon several inquiries, is included in the total cost.
Due to the fact th ■*. the coverage was on the basis of 
a $100,000 dedi 1c clause, such amount would 
have to he deposited with Maine Central to defray 
claim:; n<>|. insured.
replies
It should also be noted that these estimates are based 
on a maximum speed of 50 mph between Portland and 
Brunswick and 40 mph between Brunswick and Rock­
land. With the demand for higher speed transportation 
and the number of stops involved, the acceptable 
maximum speed is 60 mph. Up-grading this speed 
would more than double the total cost stated above.
Costs are not included for station facilities (which 
are presently non-existent), parking areas and land 
acquisition, and rental of passenger coaches and a 
baggage car.
Feasibility Report
Maine Central has also been asked to comment on 
the feasibility of the proposed project. Several serious 
impediments to the operation of rail passenger service 
between Portland and Rockland as proposed by the 
Committee should be brought to its attention.
1. Station availability. None of the nine communities 
involved has any station facilities suitable for passenger 
use. In fact, the only station building on the route owned 
by Maine Central is the Wiscasset Station. It would be 
necessary for several communities to construct stations, 
at a cost of several thousand dollars each, which would 
be of questionable value at the cessation of the tour 
service.
2. Schedule. It is suggested in the proposal that 
“passengers will have the option of visiting any and
all of the towns on the route.” This is impractical.
Stops in each town would have to be very brief in 
order to make the round trip in one day during the 
working hours of the train crew. It would be possible 
for a passenger to get off at only one town and tour 
that community until the train returned.
3. Nostalgia. It is suggested that the passenger cars 
would be old cars restored to early railroad style.
Maine Central has no available passenger cars and 
suitable cars probably could not be obtained. Even
if found, restoration for a five-month operation would 
not be practical. According to the proposal, much of 
the attraction for riders would be based on railroad 
nostalgia. With the lack of old stations and restored 
coaches and the locomotive power being diesel rather - 
than steam, there would remain no historical or nos- 
ta’glc nature to the train operation. .
' 4. Patronage. The proposal states, “if 109,000 
people take the ride, there might be an opportunity 
for the Maine Central to slum added revenue.” 
Considering that in 1958 trio a....rage daily summer 
patronage on this line for two trains a day each way 1
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was 91, it is unrealistic to assume mat tne service . 
would attract over 650 patrons per day. Conditions 
have not changed that dramatically in the past 15 years. 
In fact, highway conditions between Portland and . 
Rockiand are greatly improved. '
A few basic statistics may be of interest:
a. Five coaches with a capacity of 75 passengers 
each total 375 passengers per day.
b. If w.e assume all the passengers ride all the way 
from Portland to Rockland and return each day and 
further assume the application of One Way Adult 
Passenger Coach Fare of $3.64 ($7.28 RT), daily revenue 
would amount to $2,730.
c. Thus, revenue would result in a daily deficit of 
$3,270 or a total deficit of $500,000 for the five-month 
period.
It is clear that these estimates are highly optimistic 
and that adherence to these assumptions defeats the 
leisurely tour purpose of the service as projected by. 
Maine Train. ■
.Conclusions
After exhaustive study and extensive discussion 
among Maine Central officers and department heads, 
we reluctantly conclude that the proposal is not feasible.
For more than a century Maine Central Railroad has 
beer, in business to serve the needs of its customers and 
to provide a fair profit for its stockholders. Maine 
Central has a duty to'keep a healthy railroad for the 
benefit of Maine industry and industrial workers. It 
is not consistent with our prudential philosophy to 
become involved in a project which so obviously - 
would operate at a loss, thus requiring substantial 
federal and/or state subsidy, and would also dis- ’ 
perse cur available manpower resources.
Maine Central does not believe it is expedient 
to spend a million dollars of the taxpayers" money 
on a project benefiting such a small segment of the 
state, and in'such a limited way. Even assuming- 
substantial revenue, which we seriously doubt, the TJ 
Maine Train project would absorb a minimum of 9:
30-50% of the Maine bicentennial budget of S2.4 g)
million. If the maximum speed were raised to 60. 
mph, the project,could absorb the entire budget. ^
We cannot, in good conscience, endorse a plan that . q r 
would spend hard-earned tax dollars on a deficit- Hi '■
ridden, non-essential rail passenger service project ^  
in a very' limited geographic area where, in our 
opinion, railroad passenger operation is not feasible.
Maine Central Railroad commends the authors of 
the Maine Train proposal for their ere effort to 
provide a means of celebrating the . entennial year.
Wo do regret that wo cannot support the Maine Train 
nr»n<w:il •
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(Suggested Legislative Act) . ■ .
AN ACT to Provide Funds to "be Used to Determine the Feasibility of 
Railroad Passenger Service in the- State of Maine.
' Emergency preamble. Whereas, the best information available indicates 
that the fuel crisis and in particular the shortage of gasoline, will continue 
for the foreseeable future; and ■ . .
Whereas, it may not be possible to adequately meet the present and future 
needs of recreation and personal travel with the private automobile; and
Whereas, the serious effect that reduced travel vill have upon the economy 
of Maine in the judgment of the Legislature creates an emergency within the 
meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as 
immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and s a f e t y  
now therefore,
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:
The Maine Department of Transportation shall undertake a study to determine 
the feasibility of rail passenger.service between various points in the State 
of Maine. ■ • ■
The study will take into consideration past studies at all levels of 
government in the area of rail-passenger transportation. In addition, the 
study will examine, but shall not necessarily be limited to, the following 
areas; estimates of present and future patronage; the route over which such 
service should be operated, connecting or supplemental services that may be 
nece&sary; estimate cost of operation and Capital improvements that may be 
necessary and investigate sources of funds to initiate needed service.
Page 5 of 6
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■ The; study will be conducted by the Department of Transportation •who 
may seek the cooperation and advisory participation of local, regional, State 
and Federal agencies , the railroads of the State of Maine and such other 
interested parties as the Department may deem appropriate. A report and 
recommendations will be submitted to the 107th session of the Maine Legislature.
There is appropriated from the.unappropriated surplus of the General 
Fund the sum of $50,000 to the Maine Department of Transportation for the 
above purjjose.
. ■ STATEMENT OF FACT
The State of Maine presently places primary reliance upon the private 
automobile for the transportation of people. Supplemental public transpor­
tation, is performed between certain points by highway bus and air carriers. 
Therefore, the energy crisis has serious implications for the State of Maine 
in the area of recreation and personal travel that will adversely effect the 
general economy. ' ' . . . . ' . . .
• ' v  .The present and future economic well being of the State of Maine requires 
that alternative transportation systems he explored and developed where 
feasible. This study herein proposed is intended to accomplish this purpose. 
This study will make’use of available expertise and will include a final report 
•and recommendation to the 107th session of the Maine Legislature. v v
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H o n o r a b le  K e n n e th  M.  C u r t i s  
G o v e r n o r ,  S ta te  of  M a in e  
State  H o u s e  
A u g u s ta ,  M a i n e  043 3 0
D e a r  G o v e r n o r  C u r t i s :
S e c r e t a r y  B r i n e g a r  h a s  a s k e d  that  I a c k n o w l e d g e  r e c e i p t  of  
your l e t t e r  of  D e c e m b e r  7, c o - s i g n e d  by s e v e r a l  S e n a t o r s  and  
C o n g r e s s m e n  and the' G o v e r n o r s  of  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  and  
N e w  H a m p s h i r e ,  r e l a t i v e  to the p o s s i b i l i t y  of  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
A m t r a k  r a i l  s e r v i c e  b e t w e e n  B o s t o n ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  and  
P o r t la n d ,  M a i n e ,  w i th  an  i n t e r m e d i a t e  s top  in  the P o r t s m o u t h ,  
N e w  H a m p s h i r e  a r e a . '
.  —  ,  „ o
This  p r o p o s a l  i s  r e c e i v i n g  th o ro u g h  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  and  the  
S e c r e t a r y  w i l l  be in  touch  w i th  you  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .
- •. . . .  -A'"- ' " • r 3 ■
Sincerely, '- '  ' ,*-if -
V ir k le j  
E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y
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Page 2 of 14h a t c e g n  a .  v . i l l i a m s ,  j k . ,  n . j . ,  c h a i r m a n
JE N N IN G S  R A N D O L P H , VV. V A .  
c l a i ^ o r n c  p l u g , r.\i.
; :o w a r d  m . K e n n e d y , m a s s .
G A Y L C A D  N E L S O N , V.'.S .
W A L T E «  r .  M CJND ALC, M IN N . 
T H O M A S  E A G L C T C N , M O . 
A L A N  C R A N S T O N . C A L 'F .  
H A R O L D  E .  H U G H E S , IO W A  
V .'ZU -IA M  D . H A T H A W A Y , M A IN E
JA C G U  K .  J A V iT S ,  N .Y .
P E T E R  H .  D O M IN IC K . C O L O .
R i c h a r d  s .  : ;c .-.v /e :K u R . p a .
R O G E R T  T A F T ,  J R .,  O H IO  
J .  G L C N N  U L A L L ,  J R . ,  MO. 
R O D E K T  T .  S T A F F O R D , V T .
S T E W A R T  C . M C C L U R E , S T A F F  D IR E C T O R  
R O D E N T E .  N A G L E , G E N E R A L  C O U N S E L
C O M M J T T E l  o n  
L A C  O R  A N D  P U D L IC  W c L F A n l
W a s h i n g t o n , 55.c . 20550
December 7? 1973
Honorable Claude Brinegar 
Secretary of Transportation
Department of Transportation * ■
l00 7th Street, S, W.
Washington, B. C.
Dear Mr. Secretary:
As you are no doubt aware, the Amtrak Improvement A.ct of 
1973 xade several changes in Amtrak's authority to institute new rail 
passenger service outside of what is now the core system. Specifically, 
Anrtrak is authorised to provide auto-ferry service as part of its 
basic passenger services (l-p U.S.C* pip (b) as amended) and the 
Corporation is instructed to initiate at least one experimental route 
each year and to give such new routes at least a two year test (Ip
U.S.C. 563 (d) ).
Pursuant to this authority, we would like to request that 
you initiate examination of possible Amtrak service between Boston 
and Portland. Maine with an intermediate stop in the Portsmouth, Hew 
Hampshire area. Due to the large number of tourists traveling in this 
region all seasons of the year (almost two million automobiles have 
entered Maine at littery during the last six months) and giving a view 
to the impending fuel crisis, we suggest that auto-ferry service be 
considered as part of this plan. Fuel problems coupled with ever 
increasing highway congestion make this a particularly auspicious time 
for the inauguration of such service.
The chronic economic problems of northern Hew England are 
inextricably intertwined with the region*s lack of adequate transpor­
tation facilities. The institution of Amtrak service could halt what 
has been a 20 year deterioration in our area*s transportation capacity: 
auto-ferry service from Boston or beyond could begin a dramatic reversal 
of this trend.
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We urge that you give expeditious consideration to this 
proposal and we stand ready to assist your office in any way we can* 
We appreciate your efforts to improve transportation throughout the 
country; we look forward to working with you on this project1 to tie 
our region even more closely into the economic and social life of 
the nation*
Sincerely,
' William D. Hathaway, U.S.8 , 
Edmund S. Muskie, 11*3*3* 
Edward M* Kennedy, U*S*S* 
Thornas J. McIntyre, U*S*S* 
Norris Cotton, 13*3*3*
Thomas P* O’Neill, Jr*, M.C. 
Paul W* Cronin, M.C,
Michael J* Harrington, M,C. 
John Joseph Moakley, M.C,
?e oer N * K^ y~ os,  A-i* C *
William 3* Cohen, M.C,
Louis C, Nyman, M.C*
Robert P* Drir.an, M.C*
James A* Burke, M*C*
Stewart B* McKinney, M.C. 
Francis X* Sargent, Governor 
State of Massachusetts 
Kenneth M* Curtis, Governor 
State of Maine 
Meldrin Thomson, Governor 
State of New Hampshire
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December 2.7, 1973
Mr. William Jackson, Special Ass’t. • ' ' . ■ . . .
To the Vice President of Operations • • ' . .
National Rail Passenger Corporation . ' - . ; ■
999 L1 Enfant Plaza North, S.W. ; •
YJashiugton, D. C. 20027 ■ .
Deur Mr. Jackson: -
This refers to our telephone conversation of October in regard to 
AMTRAK's proposed Auto-Train Service.
As I mentioned in our phone 
a study to develop traffic projection 
Ferry between Hew York and Portland, 
handled by the Maine Turnpike at its 
enter and leave the State of Maine.
conversation, this Department undertook 
s for the operation of an Auto-Passenger 
Maine using as base data the traffic 
York Toll Plaza where this traffic would
For your information and interest, I an enclosing some of the tables 
developed from this study. The first exhibit marked Table 11 shows the percent 
of traffic originating in what we believe to be the market states. You will 
note that both Connecticut and Massachusetts are not included because the study 
was originally done to determine potential ferry traffic; therefore, there 
would be a substantial amount of additional traffic from these two states.
The second exhibit, marked Table 12, summarizes the traffic passing York Plaza 
for the years 1966 through 1971. This shows an average growth of 7N. Table lk_ 
is air estimate of the total travel,from the market states by month for the 
year 1971. Table l6 is included as a matter of interest to show the estimated
traffic that would have used the ferry service, 
of the origin and vehicle characteristics.
? abler 9 , 9 , and 13 show some
. . As you may be aware, Maine's recreation business is a very important 
part of its economy. Maine is also a very ll.rgo state and most of our visitors 
want an automobile available to them after they get here. That fact, coupled 
vith the fuel crunch, would in our opinion create a substantial amount of
patronage for an auto-train service that originated somewhere in the’New York 
area to Portland and Bangor. This would be particularly true in the summer 
months and could very well be viable on a year round basis.
42
EXHIBIT 10
Page 5 of 14
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We envision such a service becoming a good balance for mid efficient 
use of AHTRAa ’s auto-train, equipment that will be used in Chicago-Hiami service 
in the winter. We would very much like an opportunity to discuss this idea 
with you in'more detail including required supporting data. ■
, We would appreciate hearing from you in this regard. ■ . :
- . . . Very truly yours, . .
13 T OF TRANSPORTATION 
Bureau of Transportation 
Planning and Services
William F. Fernaid, Birectr^ i 
Transportation Services Division
WFF:Is
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DESCRIPTION OF PASSENGER AND VEHICLE MARKET TABLE / /
(1) ORIGIN OF PARTIES 
SURVEYED - PERCENTAGE TOTAL■OF
(2) PERCENTAGE OF.PARTIES SURVEYED 
MHO INDICATED INTEREST IN THE TOTAL• three PROPOSED MARINE HIGHWAY THESURVEYS SURE
STATS* • ■ ■ SEP., 1971 OCT., 1971 JAN., 1972 SEP., 1571 OCT., 1971 JAN.1972
NEN YORK ■ 18.7% 12.3% . 7.8% 18.7% 74.9% 73.3% 71.5% • 74.
' t
NEW JERSEY . 12.0 7.8 5.5' 12.0 81.3 76.2 79.3 79.
PENNS YD.7 ANIA 6.9 . , 2.9 1.8 6.9 6.0.7 64.6 " 70.0 63
VIRGINIA . 1.3 0.8 1.0 1.3 66.7 63.6 47.1 58
1 .^ MARYLAND '
4^ •
: ■ ' 1.3 0.6 1.4 1.3 62.7 94.1 . 73.9 71
1 OHIO . 0.9 0.7 0.4 ' 0.9 45,7 27.8 14.3 36
DELAWARE . • . 0.6 0.3 0.4 0.6 64.0 55.6 57.1 ’ ‘ 61
MICHIGAN 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.4 41.2 35.7 ■ 0 38
WASHINGTON D C . 0.5 0.2 0.4 0.5 • ■ 73.7 75.0 88.3 75
MAINE 2.4 5.0 16.5 2.4' ( 70.5 
(C3D 57.1
.. 67.4 
48.8
73.9 
41.5
■ 71
■ 45
■ (1 )
• . (2)
Source -  Tables 1, 
Source -  Tables 5,
2, 3 and 4 
6, 7 and 8
Statement R 32-25-06. Me. 
Statement R 32-25-06.
Dept. Economic Development. TJ t1 
0> ix 
up b 
ro t- 
tx
■ s
(3) ■ Analysis of the Detailed Questionnaire shows that of the Maine travelers interested, only the o ’~ 
indicated percentage actually traveled to New York City or beyond. ^ h
i—1
J l
l___ 5
/
TA3LE / X
TOTAL VEHICLE PASSINGS .
Maine turnpike • _ .a .,... . ,
(1) YORK TOLL PLAZA . ' ' . ■
(THOUSANDS)
PASSENGER CARS COMMERCI\L
■ ' TRUCK A-A 
PASGENGS 
WITH 'i
MOTOR HOMES 
:R VEHICLE
" 0  a  t  :  -T:r>
• VEHICLE 
TRUCKS AND
>
iUSES
!  YEAR .. ■ ' • ENTERING n r p / 1 ‘ ■>~r  "* \  \ r  U . . . r  . - ' j \  < i  i v j TOTAL
%
CHANGE ENTERING DE PARTING TOTAL
’  %
. CHANGE
^ 1955 | . ’ 1695 1570 3355 - . 212 212 . 929- -
1957 ' , 1759 1757 35IG 9,5% - 200 202 902 (5,2%)
19 5 S . . 1935 . 1910 8 s- 5 9,9% 203 211 913 ' 9.2%
1959 • . ' .• 2073 ■ 2053 9136 7,5% 239 . 237 971 12,9% ■
1970 ' . ’ 2251 2239 . 9500 3,8% 258 ■ 255 ' 523 11.0%
1971 . . 2381 2332 9763 5.3% 295 307 G02 . 15,1%
AVERAGE '
AWJAL GROWTH..., •  O O 9 9 f» « »«• 7%
' uOilQ0)
'J
«e«« 9  7%
C O  LOCATED AT KITTERY PRIOR TO 1970,
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TABUS V.
ESTIMATED TRAVEL • 
BETWEEN MAH'S AND MARKET STATES
(1) 1971 T/PIKE EST. PARTIES E ST STATE D TOTAL MARKET OP POTENTIAL PASSENGERS
PASSINGS FROM TOTAL PARTIES TOTAL PE:RSONS TOTAL ALL
MONTH
YORK
N/3
PLAZA
S/3
MARKET 
. N/3
STATES
S/B N/B S/B
ADULTS C: 
N/B S/B
tilLDSEN
N/B
UNDER 12 
S '3 N/B S/B
JAN. 103,696 109,562 36,812 38,894 19,081 20,153 46,494 48,970 8,105 8,561 54,600 57,5.'
FEB. 109,462 111,253 38,858 39,497 20,145 20,475 48,923 49,727 8,555 8,694 57,473 58,4:
MAR. 118,039 119,223 41,921 42,324 21,732 21,938 52,778 55,155 9,230 9,316 62,003 64,4'
APR. 158,278 153,206 56,189 54,389 29,129 28,196 70,739 68,474 12,374 11,978 83,113' £0,4.
MAY 193,344 •182,078 60,129 56,626 39,133 36,854 96,851 91,128 .16,435 15,564 113,237 106,6
3 iJIyii 224,-069 207,014 69,683 64,331 45,402 41,920 112,362 103,745 .19,047 17,590 131,409 121,3
JULY 385,465 347,942 ' 173,459 156,574 123,057 111,089 334,511 301,949 87,855 79,304
1
422,365 381,2
■ AUG. 357,901 389,055 161,056 175,071 114,269 124,214 310,596 337,626 81,575 88,677 392,171 426,3
SEPT. 21S,606 244,379 67,987 76,003 44,249 49,465 109,517 122,422 18,584 20,776 ' 128,101 143,1
OCT. '. 206,095 211,341 ■ 64,096 65,727 41,716 42,788 103,190 106,270 17,520 17,966 120,710 124,2
NOV. 164,842 169,451 53,518 60,155 30,335 . 31,185 73,671 75,737 12,883 13,244 8 6 ,554 88,9
DEC. 140,816 137,003 49,939 48,635 25,898 25,193 62,895 61,194 10,995 10,699 73,891 • 71,8
. ' Average No- Persons Per Party 3.0 . ' h? t
'(1) Source:. Maine Turnpike Authority ' . ^ J
■ • CD t
_ N/B - Northbound ' . . . co <■
S/B - Southbound 1 o'
■ ■ . ■ H i i
TABU-
ESTIMATED PASSENGER AND AUTO TRAFFIC 
THAT WILL USE FERRY IN BASE YEAR OPERATION
rpXOTAL TOTAL PARTIE3 PARTIES TRAILERS
- PASSENDERS NO. OF PARTIES v-JITH • wrIK0UT3 Persons Per Party 'AUTOS 'AUTOS
MONTH ■ ■ . N/B S/.B N/3 S/B N/B ’ S/B N/B S/3 N/B S/
JANUARY ■ ■ • ' . . 6560 6912 2187 2304 2056 2166 ' 131 138 ■ 41 4
FEBRUARY ' 6906 7019 2302 2340 2154 2 2 0 0 ■ *7 0 0 1-JO 140 . 43 4
MARCH ■ ' • 7450 7746 2483 2532 2334 9 /. *> 9 149 154 47 4APRIL ' 9986 . 9666 3329 3222 3129 3029 2 0 0 193 63 c
MAY ■ . ' 13611 ■ 12819 ■ 453 / 4273 4265 4017 272 256 128 12
JUNE ' . . . ' 15783 14 578 5263 4S59 4947 4567 316 252 148 . i:
JULY • ■ *27306 *27306 8550 8550 5517 5517 552 552 480 4J
■■ (50747) (45307)
AUGUST • . . *27306 *27306 . 8550 8550 5517 5517 552 . 552 , 480 4$
(47119) (51070)
SEPTEMBER ' . 15391 17205 5130 5735 ' 4022 5391 308 344 . 145 1!
OCTOBER . 14503 14927 4634 4976 • 4544 4677 290 299 136 1 tJL'
NOVEMBER - ‘ ' ■ 10399 1C691 3466 3554 3253 3350 9 o o-LOO 214 65 1
DECEMBER ■ 8878 8538 2959 ■ 2879 2781 2706 178. 173 55
• N/B - Northbound ■ S/B - Southbound- 5 and. 10 year traffic estimate Should be
‘ . ' based on 7Yo annual growth of Maine Tur‘npike ,, ■ ' at York Toll station.
* July and August passenger traffic would exceed the assumed 1000 passenger capacity per day in 
each direction. This is especially true on Fridays and Sundays. Assumed vehicle capacity of 
200 also limit passengers. Passengers without cars estimated higher these two months.
' NOTE: 94% of parties have cars - 4% of cars have trailers (est.)
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Table 5 TOTAL TRAVELERS INTERESTED IN
PROPOSED PORTLAND-NEW YORK FERRY SERVICE
Trave lers  Interested in 
Proposed Ferry Serv ice
S t a t e  o f Number o f P e r c e n t  o f
Res i dence  . Pa r t i  es T o t a l  P a r t i e s Rank
Nev/ J e r s e y 6 24 79.7 1
'W ash ing ton ,  D.C. 25 . 75-7 2
New Y o r k 895 • 74 .1 3
Ha i ne 364 . J/1 .5 4
Ha r y 1 and 65 •71.^ . 5
P e n n s y 1v a n i a • 237 6 3 .4 6
D e l a w a re  • 25 6 1 .0 7
V i r g i n i a 56 5 8 .9 8
F l o r i d a  . 29 56 .9 . 9
C onnec t  i c u t 434 .40 .1 10
M ic h i  gan 14 ' • 3 8 .9 11
Ohio 22 36 .7 12
New Ham psh i re 121 33 .7 13
Ve rrnont 9 2 3 .7 14
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 724 23 .3  • 15
Rhode I s l a n d 53 . . 20 .2 16
T o t a l  o f  Above 16 3 ,697 4 5 .4
O t h e r  37 O r i g i n s 88 39 .8
T o t a l  o f  A l l  57 O r i g i n s 3 ,785 45 .2
/
I
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Table 9 CHARACTERISTICS OF TOTAL PARTIES
INTERESTED IN PROPOSED FERRY SERVICE
Part ie s  with Chi 1dren Under 12
S ta te  of Number of Persons Percent of Children Unde r
Res i dence Pa rt i cs Per Party Pa rt i es 12 Per Party
New Je rsey  ■ 6?. 4 3-3 38.6 1.6
Washington, D.C. 25 3-1 32.0 2.0
New York 895 3.3 32.5 1.9
Hai ne ! 364 2.4 ' 19.0 1.9
Maryland . 65 3.3 36.9 1-7
Pennsy1 vani a 237 3.2- 32.1 1.3
Delaware 25 3.6 48.0 1.7
Vi rg i n i a * 56 3.4 37.5 2.5
Florida 29 2.2 6.9 • 1.0
Connect i cut 434 3-1 33.4 1.7
Michigan 14 2.1 0 • • 0
Ohio ■ 22 2.8 27-3 1.5
New damps hi re 121 3-0 27.3 2.6
Vermont 9 3.0 33.3 2.0
Massachusetts 724 2.9 27.8 1.9
Rhode Island 53 3.2 39.6 1.6
Total of Above 16 3,697 3-1 31.2 v 1.8
Other 31 Origins 230 2.6 14.8 " 1.2
Total of 47 Or i gi ns 3,785 3.1 30.8 1.8
49
Table 13 VEHICLES USED BY THOSE
PARTIES INTERESTED IN 
• PROPOSED FERRY SERVICE
Labor Day Fa ll Fo liage Winter
Weekend Week end Weekends Total
Type o f  Veh i c le Number . Percent Number Percent Number \ Percent Number Percent
Autcmobi1 e 1 , 3op 37-1 .
COmo 35-2 737 37-7 3,653 96.7
Truck w ith Camper 2] .1 .1 1 6 1 .k 3' 0.3 bO 1.0
Truck w?thout Camper 12 0.6 20 1 .8 ' 11 1.5 b3 1.1
Motor Home 9 0.5 5 0.5 1 0.2 15 : O.b
Other lb 0.7 12 1.1 2 0.3 78 • 0.8
• Total •' ■ 1,913 100.0 1,111 100.0 75n 100.0 3,73A . 100.0
f \
M .  ■ —£
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OF WAINH
O m c H  oa>' vaiK <O ov]sitxo it 
a it c jit s t a , M AirfH 
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EXHIBIT 1U
if
Roger Lewis, President 
National Railroad Passenger Corporation 
955 L'Enfant Plaza North, S .W . 
Washington, D .C . 20024 •
Dear M r. Lewis:
We note with interest that the AMTRAK Improvement Act of 1973 was 
recently signed by the President as enacted by the Congress. The State of 
Maine and its Congressional delegation have been among those supporting 
AMTRAK and its service to the New England Region, although Maine is not 
a direct recipient of such service. Maine is happy to be one of the supporters
of the 1973 A ct.
i
We are hopeful and encouraged by the increased appropriation as 
weli as the provisions calling for the institution of at least one new experi­
mental route annually and authorization for AMTRAK to enter into Auto-Train 
type service.
Needless to say, the energy shortage creates serious problems for the 
State of Maine. Our geographic location puts us at the end of the line in 
the northeast while, at the same time, our economy is heavily dependent upon 
the recreation industry, both winter and summer. This vital industry is being 
seriously threatened by the possibility of gas rationing and the Sunday closing 
of filling stations.
With the winter ski season already upon us and the summer resort season 
only a few short months away, an immediate need exists for the institution of - 
an experimental rail passenger service between Boston, Portland and Bangor 
which should look to eventual extension to Saint John, New Brunswick.
. • '
In addition, I would like to suggest that consideration be given to the 
institution of auto-train service from the New York area through Connecticut 
and central Massachusetts to Portland and Bangor as part of the plan. It is my 
understanding that the Maine Departmentof Transportation has supplied some 
information on the auto-train idea to AMTRAK's operating department.
- 51 -
Roger Lewis January 4, iy/4
In view of Maine's heavy reliance on the recreation industry and the 
almost certain curtailment of the use of private automobiles, our need for 
improved public transportation systems is acute. I, therefore, strongly urge 
your early and favorable consideration of the institution of the experimental 
rail-passenger service in Maine as outlined above. Please be assured that my 
offi ce, the Department of Transportation.and other appropriate state agencies 
stand ready to provide all possible assistance.
We would like an opportunity to discuss this matter with you and your 
staff, and request that you advise a date convenient. Your cooperation will 
be appreciated. '
Sincerely,
KENNEThi'M  [ (CURTIS
Governor of Maine
KMC: Id
cc: Hon. Claude Brinegar
Secretary of Transportation 
Department of Transportation 
400 - 7ih Street, N . W .  
Washington, D.C.
52
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SECTION IV
AMTRAK Service .
AMTRAK, officially known as the National Railroad Passenger 
Corporation, is a quasi-public corporation created by the Congress 
to take over and operate rail passenger service in the U.S. The 
corporation was initially formed by federal funds totaling 
$40 million and issuing common stock for sale to railroads only, 
and preferred stock to persons other than railroads.
AMTRAK is actually a carrier subject to I.C.C. regulation. 
Service is conducted in its name, but is actually operated under 
contract with the railroad whose track is being used.
The Secretary of Transportation defined a basic passenger 
route system in the U.S. to be operated by AMTRAK. Additional 
routes can be added, if proven to be economically feasible, or 
if a state or regional agency agrees to reimburse the AMTRAK for 
no less than two-thirds of any losses that may be incurred.
It will be of interest to point out that the original routes 
designated for service in New England included only Boston to 
New York and Springfield, Massachusetts to New York. New England 
interests, including the State of Maine, represented by the New 
England Regional Commission, responded by requesting a much more
53
extensive network of service. The request, which did not prevail, 
included service through Maine (Boston-Portland-Bangor) to Saint 
John, New Brunswick.
Subsequently, the State of Massachusetts assumed the two- ' 
thirds guarantee for an extension of service from Springfield to 
Boston.
In 1972, AMTRAK restored the Washingtonian service between 
Montreal, P.Q. and Washington, D. C. via New York - Hartford, 
Connecticut - through Vermont to Burlington and Montreal.
New England's service proposal and present AMTRAK routes 
in the region are shown in Exhibit 11.
AMTRAK has added routes, usually under Congressional mandate, 
and has experienced losses in each year of its operation. This has 
required federal appropriation or subsidy. ■
The AMTRAK Improvement Act of 1973 authorizes $154.3 for 
operations (including.deficits) and route expansion. Under this 
legislation, AMTRAK must inaugurate at least one new experimental 
route each year. In addition, the corporation is authorized to 
institute so-called car-train service. (See Section V).
AMTRAK's organization and operations are more fully described 
in the following material. .
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REGIONAL COMMISSION PROPOSES TOTAL RAIL PACKAGE FOR NEW ENGLAND
The N ew  England Regional C om m ission  (the Governors of the s ix  New  
England S ta tes  and Federal Cochairman C h ester  M . W ig g in , Jr.) has subm itted  
to the Secretary o f Transportation a s e r ie s  o f  recom m endations for a rail 
p a ssen g er  s e r v ic e  network for New England. The C om m iss ion 's  recom m endations  
are in r e sp o n se  to the N ational Rail S erv ice  Program w hich  w as  u n veiled  by 
Secretary Volpe on November 3 0 .  W ithin thirty days the Secretary w i l l  
con sid er  the various r e sp o n se s  and recom m endations w hich  have b e e n  submitted  
to h is  o f f ic e  and w i l l  announce his fina l determ in ation s .
The C om m iss ion 's  report, w hich conta in s  the ind iv idu al endorsem ent o f  - 
e a ch  of New England's Governors (a number o f  whom have a l s o  subm itted  
ind iv idu al r e s p o n s e s  re la t ive  to their own S ta te 's  n e e d s ) , in d ic a te s  that a 
cap ita l in v estm en t of $10 m illion  w i l l  su b s ta n t ia l ly  improve rail p a ssen g er  
se r v ic e  in N ew  England and that the to ta l annual operating c o s t  of su ch  serv ice  
would be $14. 5 .  m il l io n , w hich  should be defrayed by the ex p ected  revenue  
from the improved s e r v ic e .  • • ■.
The report, w hich  the C om m ission  has offered to d i s c u s s  in person w ith  ' 
Secretary V olp e , notes  that the demand for in terc ity  travel in New England '■ 
over the next d eca d e  is  e x p ec ted  to in c r ea se  by on e-th ird . The s e r v ic e  w hich
-more-
' ‘ -| • • ■ ■ 
the C om m ission  recommends "should be ab le  to a l le v ia te  (transportation
problems) with i t s  a b il i ty  to offer high ca p a c ity  at low c o s t ,  over d is ta n c e s
where rail travel time is  com petit ive  with that o f  a u t o s ,  b u se s  , and a irp la n es ."
The C om m ission  s u g g e s t s  that improved and expanded in terc ity  rail p assen ger
se r v ic e  in N ew  England w il l  reduce c o n g e s t io n  in air and highway trave l,
particularly b e tw een  Boston and New York, thus providing more eco n o m ica l
and d es irab le  a c c e s s  to a ll  parts of New England; help rev ita l iz e  center c ity
areas  through the inducem ent of larger numbers of people  to u se  fa c i l i t i e s
loca ted  near train term inals; su b sta n tia l ly  in c r ea se  land v a lu es  around terminal
areas; and a l le v ia te  the need for a seco n d  airport to serve  B oston . The serv ice
should a ls o  reduce the requirements for expanding other modes o f  transportation
and the need to build more h ig h w a y s .
The rail s e r v ic e  network proposed by the C om m ission  i s  d e s ig n ed  to provide 
imm ediate improvement in the Boston to N ew  York se r v ic e  w h ile  a t  the sam e time 
furnishing rail s e r v ic e  to th ose  other parts o f  N ew  England where the potential  
demand in d ic a te s  that such  ser v ic e  would be e co n o m ica lly  f e a s ib le .
Three areas  (B oston-N ew  York, P ro v id en ce -N ew  York, and H artford-New York) 
are s e t  a s id e  for s p e c ia l  treatment b e c a u se  o f  their greater demand poten tia l  
w hich  should be ab le  to support a h ig h -c a p a c i ty ,  h ig h -fr e q u e n c y ,  u ltra -h igh ­
sp eed  s e r v ic e  w hich  would in vo lve  some new con stru ction . The C om m ission  
re'commends the restoration o f'the  194 9 four hour sch ed u le  by con ven tion a l ' 
trains b etw een  Boston and New York with hourly departures from both c i t ie s  from 
7:00 A . M .  to 6:00 P . M .  in addition to the e x is t in g  Turbotrain departure from
-m o re -
. .■ - EXHIBIT 11
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Boston at 6:55 A . M.  and the present night train carrying s le e p in g  c a rs .
If the in i t ia l  r e sp o n se  to such  serv ice  is  en cou rag in g , the report recommends  
that h igh -pow ered  equipm ent with pendulum su sp e n s io n  (such as  the Turbotrain) 
be su b stitu ted  for the convention al equipm ent. . -
Commenting on s e r v ic e  to the W e st  the report recommends that through 
cars to C h ic a g o , including  the s leep erco a ch ,b e  restored to the line from Boston  
through W o rces ter ,  and P itts f ie ld  to Albany and the sch ed u le  improved.
, To the North the report proposes a round trip b etw een  Boston and M ontreal,
lea v in g  each  c ity  in m id-m orning, serv ing  the Merrimack V alley  c i t ie s  of
N ew  Hampshire as  w e l l  a s  M ontpelier and Burlington, Vermont, and a round
trip b etw een  N ew  H aven , Hartford, and W hite River Junction making con n ection s
a t  each  end to provide s e r v ic e  b etw een  New York and M ontreal and interm ediate
points inc lu d ing  C on n ecticu t  V alley  c i t ie s  in M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  Vermont and
New H am pshire. The report proposes three round trips d a ily  b e tw een  Boston
and the Maine c i t ie s  of Portland, Brunswick, A ugu sta , W a te r v i l le ,  and Bangor,
w ith  a fourth a s  far a s  Portland. It a l s o  recommends an overnight serv ice  with
coach  and s le e p e r  coach  b e tw een  Boston and M attaw am keag, Maine where the
cars would be added to the e x is t in g  trains to S t . John, N ew  Brunswick where
co n n ec t io n s  are a v a i la b le  to .various points in the M aritim es. These proposals
would g ive  M aine c i t i e s  morning, noon , and late  afternoon serv ice  to B oston.
The C o m m iss ion 's  report to the Secretary of .Transportation contains d eta iled
c o s t  and b r e a k -e v e n  load factors for each  of the proposed l i n e s .  It a ls o  makes
recom m endations concerning  the n e c e s sa r y  improvements and upgrading of a ll  
. ■ '-m ore- . - - ' .
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a s p e c t s  o f  present rail tr a v e l ,  inc lu d ing  improvements in s id e  and outsid e
. I, '
the terminal a s  w e l l  a s  b e tw een  term inals . •
In the co n c lu s io n  of the report, the Regional C om m iss ion .n o tes  that . 
the ind irect c o s t  b e n e f it s  a ch ie v ed  b e c a u se  of the reduced air and highway  
c o n g e s t io n ,  the reduced need  for add itional h ighw ays w ith  their a s s o c ia te d  
la n d -ta k in g  and d isp la ce m e n t of p e o p le ,  and the reduced pollution o f the 
environm ent, could w e l l  amount to ac tu a l sa v in g s  o f  more than the amount 
required for ca p ita l iza t io n  and operation o f the proposed network,  
i - 3 0 -
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NEW YORK - BOSTON
I. THE ROUTES OVER WHICH SERVICE WILL BE PROVIDED: 
New York - Boston Segment
via - New Haven, Providence 
New York - New Haven - Springfield Spur
II. FREQUENCY • - ■
Present through service will be continued except that 
the unprofitable overnight train, which has very low 
ridership, will be retired. The present frequency and 
schedule of service will be continued on the New York - 
New Haven - Springfield route.
III. REASONS FOR SELECTIONS:
The Providence route was selected because it has a shorter 
running time, current ridership is almost 50% greater, and 
Turbo-trains are now operating on it.
The'New York - New Haven - Springfield Spur service will 
continue at the present frequency; it serves a large popu­
lation and current ridership is high.
IV. DETAILED ANALYSIS OF ROUTE ALTERNATIVES: .
Springfield - Boston Segment * *
Service on the Springfield - Boston segment was not chosen 
because there is no present through service between Boston 
and New Haven via Springfield; current ridership on inter­
mediate trains between Springfield and Boston is very low; 
Worcester, the largest city between Springfield and Boston,
■ is within commuting distance of Boston (44 miles); Springfield 
and Boston, only 98 miles apart, are connected by Interstate 
Highway 1-90. .
** After initial route selections, provisional service became - 
operable under agreement with state government,, and NRPC for 
a period of up to six months pending final approval by the 
individual state legislature of support funds.
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THROUGH TRAIN SERVICE RESTORED TO WORCESTER, MASS.
,  . . . .  -   ------------------------ ----------------------------------------------------- r      —  —  — ................................................................................ ....... .. — " -  ■
WASHINGTON, D.C. —  Starting Monday, May 17, the National 
Railroad Passenger Corporation will provide Amtrak provisional rail 
service from Boston to Washington, D.C. via Worcester, Springfield, 
Hartford, New Haven and New York with through cars as far as Phila­
delphia .
In announcing the service, Amtrak president Roger Lewis 
pointed out that for the first time in more than a decade, a through 
passenger train will operate daily between Worcester and New York 
City. Scheduling of the special provisional trains was made possible, 
Lewis said, when the Massachusetts legislature appropriated $175,000 - 
last week to help defray estimated losses of $225,000 to be in­
curred during the first year of service over the Boston-Worcester- 
Springfield segment.
The appropriation bill was signed into law May 5 by Governor 
Francis W. Sargent, who sponsored the original measure and strongly 
supported its prompt enactment.
Support funds by a state or regional group are required 
under Section 403 of the Rail Passenger Service Act of 1970 in 
order that the corporation may provide passenger service outside 
the basic Amtrak rail network. The Act requires a state or regional 
group requesting such service to assume not less than 6 6 2/3 percent
-more-
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of the losses attributable to the new provisional service.
Last week, Amtrak announced provisional service from New 
York to Chicago through Buffalo and Cleveland and began service this 
past Monday with north-south connecting service between Toledo and 
Detroit due to start by June 1.
The new Amtrak Boston to Washington service starting May 17 
will consist of one daily train each way with coach, first class 
accommodations and light snack service available. The coach and 
parlor cars leaving Boston will link up with an existing train in 
New Haven and proceed on to New York and Philadelphia. On the 
return run, these cars will pick up their own locomotive in New 
Haven for the trip to Springfield, Worcester and Boston.
. . - EXHIBIT 11
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INTRODUCTION
Today it is increasingly evident that the United States 
cannot rely solely upon further massive construction of highways 
and airports to meet its transportation needs. The strangulation 
of our central cities together with such environmental problems 
as air and noise pollution, excessive land use and dislocation 
of people make unrestricted expansion of these facilities 
impractical and hazardous.
By the year 2000, our urban population will have added one 
hundred million more people. To handle this tremendous tide of 
travelers, auto, air and bus systems must be supplemented by 
a swift and efficient rail passenger service. It will be vitally 
needed to restore an essential balance to the total transportation 
complex.
To revitalize rail service, two things must happen: (1) Present
downward trends of ridership and revenue must be reversed; and 
(2) Uneconomic services must be curtailed.
' On^May 1, the National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak) 
began operating the nation's intercity passenger railroads, 
aimed at doing exactly that.
man , i<n l
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For the first time in history, a unified, centrally-managed, 
nationwide rail passenger network will provide uniform and rising 
standards of service for all United States citizens. •
The only viable means of insuring the survival and eventual 
expansion of intercity passenger service is to start out with a 
lean and muscular basic rail network, free of the duplicate 
services and hopelessly uneconomic routes, and the inevitable 
financial burdens they generate.
. In the difficult and arduous process of selecting the routes 
to constitute the new system, a number of criteria were carefully 
applied. •
These were:
Market opportunity: Adequate population along the
routes and the promise of adequate passenger traffic between major 
cities enroute.
Cost economics: Evaluation of the losses experienced
over current routes and by individual trains operating over these 
routes „
Ridership: Current and past ridership along routes and
on specific trains. This measure was used carefully because it was 
realized that poor service in the past could have driven away riders 
who under better conditions could have been customers. •
Physical characteristics: Current condition of track
and roadbed, particularly as it may affect speed, safety, and future 
xpital demands. Also unusual natural beauty along the routes.
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Alternative modes: Adequacy of other means of travel
for the public on routes to be eliminated.
These criteria represented a logical approach to-making the 
difficult choices between route alternatives. The criteria were 
applied conscientiously and as uniformly as possible against each 
of the routes to be considered. .
What has resulted is a basic system that will serve all but. 
one of the 29 cities over one-million population, and all but one 
of the 27 cities of 500,000 to one million. Over 250 smaller 
communities will be served as well. In aggregate, the new rail 
system will serve 87 per cent of the population and cut about 
one-half the present annual loss of $225 million.
As this system becomes operational, improvements will be made 
in routes, schedules and equipment.
JvMTRAK has received many requests to make changes in routes, 
and is ready to cooperate with any state or regional group which 
agrees to assume at least two thirds of the costsjef maintaining 
specific routes requested. . ■
To capture its share of the travel market, AMTRAK aims at 
gradual restoration of public confidence in rail passenger service 
by clearly demonstrating its concern for passenger needs and by 
making service improvements wherever feasible. The initial effort 
will be to rebuild both the image and substance of rail passenger 
service, both on-train and in-station. This means clean passenger 
cars, on-time schedules, appetizing meals, prompt service, and a
pleasant environment in trains and stations.
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Eventually these amenities will be restored to all rail 
operations. Although some innovations can be undertaken in the 
next several months, others, such as newly ordered and refurbished 
equipment, will require some time. '
In these beginning months, there is a need for public 
patience and understanding.so that with public support, AMTRAK 
can develop a passenger service that is responsive to the 
traveler's needs and expectations.
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TRAVELING BY RAIL —  AN INFORMAL HISTORY
The romance of railroading has directly influenced the 
history of America since 1830 when the steam engine "Tom Thumb" 
pulled the first passenger car 13 miles from Baltimore to 
Ellicott's Mill, Maryland.
Today's railroad cars have come a long way since the first 
one in 1830. The initial "stage coach" type of passenger car 
quickly gave way to the double-track car that was the forerunner 
of those we know today. Soon many of the larger cities along 
the Atlantic seaboard were visited by travelers who arrived on 
the "exotic cars," as they were called.
The first passenger sleeping car was introduced on what was 
. then known as the Cumberland Valley Railroad. It provided 
three tiers of bunks on one side of the car for weary 
passengers desiring a few hours' sleep while traveling 
between Harrisburg, Pennsylvania and points in the Cumberland 
Valley region of Pennsylvania and Maryland.
In 1856 George M. Pullman gave his name to a new type upper 
and lower berth sleeping car. In 1859 he introduced an all­
steel version that was a major contributor to railway passenger 
safety. • •
By 1850, railroads linked the Atlantic Coast with the Great 
-Lakes; Chicago came on the line in 1853, and the rails 
stretched all the way from New York to the western side of . 
the Mississippi River by 1856.
By Acts of Congress in 1862 and 1864, the construction of 
the first trails continental railroad was undertaken. It was 
completed on May 10, 1869 when the Union Pacific running west­
ward from Nebraska, and the Central Pacific coming eastward 
from California met at Promontory Point, Utah for the famous 
Golden Spike ceremony.
- G e ­
s s o  l t n f A n t  p l a z a  n o r t h , s .w . • r o o m  8or>o« Wa s h i n g t o n , d .c . ?o o ?4 *T e i (?02) 554  - 5700
On long trips, passengers were required to change trains 
at several junction points, because of different track 
widths (gauge) which made through car service impossible. 
This inconvenience was eliminated in the 1880's when 
"standard gauge" of 4 ' - 8 1/2 " between the rails was adopted. 
Air brakes were patented by George Westinghouse in 1872, 
and were incorporated as standard equipment on passenger 
cars a few years later.
Starting with the American Civil War, which military 
historians sometimes call "the first railroad war," the 
nation's rail network became a-major factor in military 
logistics. During the Spanish American and both World Wars, 
tremendous amounts of material and millions of troops were 
moved efficiently by train. During World War I the Federal 
Government assumed control of the nation's railroads, and 
directed their operation through the United States Railroad 
Administration. The railroads were returned to their owners 
in 1920.
A nev; chapter in railroad history began when the National 
Railroad Passenger Corporation (AMTRAK) -- a quasi-public 
corporation, dedicated to providing modern, efficient, 
attractive service, began operating the nation's passenger 
railroads on May 1, 19 71.
As the nation moves toward tomorrow, new high speed 
ground transportation will supplement today's trains. The 
Department of Transportation is currently testing nev; modes 
of propulsion such as the linear induction motor, and a 
tracked air cushioned vehicle capable of speeds up to 300 
miles per hour. Passenger car interiors and exteriors are 
being redesigned to permit easier boarding and exit as well 
as greater comfort, safety, and convenience of passengers.
Sometimes regarded as an outmoded, vestigial form of 
transportation, doomed to extinction, the nation's passenger 
railroads, like the fabled Phoenix, have started to rise 
again from the ashes of the past to become a key element in 
the nation's balanced transportation system of tomorrow.
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- BACKGROUND ON .
NATIONAL RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION
• AND
THE BASIC NATIONAL RAIL PASSENGER SYSTEM
BACKGROUND '
The country's increasing reliance during the past four decades 
on the private automobile and the airplane as the preferred forms of 
intercity travel has left the country with a serious imbalance in its 
transportation network.
These modes of travel which drained away the railroads' passenger 
market now face serious problems of their own. Highway and airport 
expansion cannot and will not be able to keep pace with the growing 
numbers of intercity travelers. While significant improvements will 
be and ought to be made in the highway and airway system, it is clear 
that they cannot be relied upon exclusively for future intercity 
travel needs.
Moreover, expansion of highways and airports is limited by 
considerations of land use, noise and air pollution, and other 
environmental problems. Without disparaging the enormous contributions 
that the automobile, the airplane and the bus have made to intercity 
travel, it has become clear in the last few years that they cannot 
do it alone.
Especially in high density corridors, rail passenger service 
has unparalleled capabilities for helping alleviate the burden on the 
other modes, and is obviously essential for a balanced handling of 
intercity travel demands of the 70's and beyond. Yet, in the past 
several years, the country has been faced with the possibility of 
losing this capability entii'ely. .
CURRENT ST/VTUS OF RAIL PASSENGER SERVICE •
With a few significant exceptions, rail passenger service in the 
country has eroded - both in image and in fact - to a low level. The 
number of trains in operation has declined from about 6 , 0 0 0  at the 
close of World War II to fewer than 300 today, and the extent of 
services provided on these trains has been severely diminished. 
Important supporting services such as reservations and ticketing .
are often inefficient and not responsive to public need.
i • ■ ' ■
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Equipment on trains now operating - with the exception of 
innovative, subsidized efforts like the Metroliner - has deteriorated 
in age, cleanliness, and level of maintenance. At the same time, 
deficits for all intercity rail passenger service have grown to a 
level ranging annually from $210 million to $410 million (depending on the cost basis used) on revenues of some $600 million.
This erosion in service, and the mounting deficits have continued 
even in the face of some notable efforts by the railroads to reverse 
the tide. Now, faced not only with the deficit but also with 
staggering capital costs to replace obsolescent equipment and upgrade 
track, the railroads generally wish to be relieved of this burden.
CONGRESSIONAL MANDATE
The Rail Passenger Service Act of 1970 identifies three under- 
■ lying purposes that will share the fundamental philosophy and 
objectives of the new corporation. Specifically, the NRPC is charged 
by the Congress to:
1. Provide modern, efficient intercity rail passenger 
service within the basic rail system of the nation.
2. Employ innovative operating and marketing concepts 
to develop fully the potential of modern rail 
service in meeting intercity transportation needs.
3. Operate on a "for profit" basis.
Public reactions to the law range widely from a complete 
skepticism that the mandate can or will be achieved to a vision of 
the NRPC as an instrument for widespread revitalization of rail 
passenger service in the United States. Clearly the spirit and 
intent of the law present an image of the new corporation as a 
largely private, for-profit enterprise; but one that, above all else, 
embraces the significant public trust of rebuilding rail passenger 
service into a viable part of the nation's transportation system.
BACKGROUND OF NRPC ^
The Rail Passenger Service Act required the Secretary of ■ 
Transportation to designate a "Basic System" of intercity rail 
passenger service to be provided by the National Railroad Passenger 
Corporation, creation of which was also authorized by the Act.' .
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On November 30, 1970, a Preliminary Report containing the 
Secretary's recommendations for the Basic System was submitted to 
the Congress and the Interstate Commerce Commission, as well as 
State regulatory commissions, representatives of railroads and 
railroad labor organizations. It was simultaneously made available 
to the public. Many comments were filed with the Department in . - 
response to the Preliminary Report.
1 After review of the comments, the Secretary, on January 28, 1971, 
issued his Final Report on the Basic System. It included a listing 
of points between which intercity passenger trains shall be operated, 
all routes over which service may be provided, and defined basic 
service characteristics. The Secretary also charged the new 
corporation with the following:
"If rail passenger service is to be a viable element in a 
national transportation system, it must reverse the severe 
decline in patronage experienced in recent years. Only major 
improvements in the guality of service can generate increased 
demand.
There is little doubt that much of the presently existing 
rail passenger service is uneconomic and is not required as 
part of a total transportation plan. Even if the continuance 
of all present service were desirable, operation of the total 
existing system would be far beyond the financial resources 
of the corporation.
With these considerations in mind, final designation of,a 
viable Basic System must be based on a careful identification 
of potential opportunities for the operation of improved 
passenger service, and the system must be operable by the 
Corporation within the limits of available capital. Available 
funds must, therefore, be channeled into a limited number of 
routes routes which show some promise of success -- in 
order to produce the changes that are necessary to attract a 
greater share of the traveling public."
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M I A M I
the cha llenge
Viewed against the perspective of the current status of passenger 
service, the Congressional mandate presents a difficult challenge to 
the National Railroad Passenger Corporation: Turn around a key
element of the transportation system by'rebuilding both the image . 
and substance of rail passenger service.
OBJECTIVES OF THE CORPORATION . ' ■
Clearly, the enormity of the task emphasizes the fact that early- 
progress will be modest at best. Thus the underlying thrust of the 
Corporation's efforts will be aimed at a gradual revitalization of 
public confidence in rail passenger service by demonstrating an 
immediately increased regard for passenger needs through substantive 
service improvement. These should dovetail over the long term with 
the corporation's overriding objective to attract the traveling public 
back to the trains. Increases in passenger traffic over the longer 
term are imperative to (a) provide the financial means to offer new ■ 
services, and (b) ultimately position the new corporation on a 
reasonably sound financial footing.
In aiming toward its longer term objectives of rebuilding public 
confidence, attracting more passengers, and developing a reasonably 
viable system from an economic standpoint, the corporation set some 
specific short-term or first-year goals. In summary terms, these 
goals include: ■
Completing an efficient takeover of rail passenger 
service from the railroads in accordance with the 
Congressional mandate.
Noticeably increasing the considerateness with which 
NRPC and railroad employees handle the public. These 
qualities of consideration and courtesy must exist 
in fact and equally important, be perceived by the 
traveling public.
Improving the quality of service that can be noted 
readily by the riding public. These service improve­
ments will be directed primarily toward on-time 
train performance and clean, well-maintained 
equipment. v .
Building an effective, aggressive management team .
dedicated to the long-term effort of making rail .
' passenger service a successful operation. Further,
and more specifically short term, is the task of 
. developing positive programs to gain an increasing
share of the travel market.
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Clearly, the first few years must be viewed as a start-up and 
building period. While the corporation will aim during this phase 
to operate as efficiently and effectively as it possibly can, it 
would be unrealistic to expect either profitable or even near 
breakeven operations. Rather, the main thrust will be to make 
progress in upgrading service, rebuilding image, and attracting 
more passengers. This strategy will offer the best opportunity 
long term to make the rail passenger system most successful in 
terms of both public service and sound finance. r.
ACTIONS BY INCORPORATORS
The enormity of the task which faced the eight Incorporators 
when they began work on January 1, 1971, is readily apparent.
They had to:
!• Begin organizing what is comparable to a $200 million 
public service corporation. ,
2. Find the best management talent available to run the 
corporation.
3. Decide what routes should connect the 21 "pairs" of 
cities designated by the Secretary of Transportation.
4. Decide what trains,frequencies and type of service to 
be operated after May 1.
5. Draft and negotiate very complex contracts with up to 22 
railroads.
6 . Seek solutions to complex problems regarding passenger 
equipment, rail terminals, ticketing and reservations, 
marketing of rail service, etc.
One of the initial steps taken by the Incorporators was to meet 
with railroad industry representatives to discuss means of smoothing 
the transition from individual railroad operations to the corporation. 
Numerous sessions were then held with experts in a number of fields 
related to the problems that had to be resolved. At the same time, 
the Incorporators sought out the best full-time professional 
assistance possible. A management consulting firm was hired to help 
develop the organizational structure as well as provide interim 
staff support until the corporation could hire its own people.
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• Two executive search firms were put to w<prk to find management 
prospects. Lawyers began work drafting articles of incorporation 
and the contracts needed for the May 1 take over. Engineering experts 
were sent out into the field to inspect and survey available passenger 
terminals. A major airline was asked to study and make recommendations 
on a nationwide ticketing and reservations system and a new food 
preparation and service system. A leading design firm was retained 
to' develop a "new look" and name. A national public relations agency 
was retained to help promote increased passenger traffic. A major 
advertising agency will be named. '
Concurrently, work continued on the major job of route selection 
and development of a coordinated passenger system.
ROUTE SELECTION PROCESS
Each of the 100-plus routes set down in the Secretary of Transportation's January 28 report was studied individually and in 
relation to the total network. All available data were tabulated and 
submitted to the Incorporators. Criteria for route selection were 
developed. These criteria were:
1. Market size - measured by total population of cities 
along route and total air and rail passenger traffic 
between major cities on route.
2. Physical characteristics of route and track - measured 
by route miles, average authorized train speed, 
scheduled running time and freight traffic.
3. Current train ridership - measured by passenger miles 
per year, passenger miles per train mile and number of 
trains per week.
Other factors evaluated included:
1 . current operating costs on route.
2. Relationships of route to other city pair route segments.
3. Mail revenue. .
4. Adequacy of other-travel modes on routes to be eliminated.
5. Service consideration, including scenery, etc.
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SERVICE "PACKAGE" DEVELOPMENT
After the. route decisions were made, the Incorporators then 
began the process of deciding what service should be provided 
over the system. .
%Station stops were studied in terms of market size and 
population served, average ridership now, projected cost of station 
relative to passenger activity, and mail revenue potential.
Train frequency was studied regarding present ridership demand 
patterns, estimated profit contribution, and potential public needs.
Train schedules were studied in relation to ridership demand 
patterns by time of day, schedule convenience at major cities, train 
interconnections between routes, mail service requirements and freight 
train interference.
Customer services were studied in relation to current practices 
on trains, estimates of potential service demand, profitability of 
current services and DOT minimum service guidelines.
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FOR RELEASE AFTER 2 PM. 
MONDAY, MARCH 22, 1971
NEW NRPC ROUTE DECISIGNS UNIFY RAIL PASSENGER SERVICE
Washington, D.C. —  The National Railroad Passenger 
Corporation issued today the final route selections for a 
unified national railroad network to begin operations May 1.
Under the new system, 184 passenger trains will serve 
85 per cent of the nation's urban population reaching 114 
cities with 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  population or more.
The intercity network, which is subject to contract 
negotiations now going on with 2 2 railroads, was created by 
re-structuring train routes between 2 1 pairs of cities named by 
Secretary of Transportation John Volpe on January 28, 1971 and 
reducing duplicate services over parallel routes.
David W. Kendall, chairman of the eight-member board of 
incorporators, was optimistic that a centrally-managed rail 
passei^ger network will revitalize existing service in response 
to passenger needs.
"Essentially, our decisions were based on the following 
criteria: current train ridership and number of trains per 
week, current operating costs on each route, adequacy of other 
travel modes, total population of cities along the route, and 
the physical characteristics of track and equipment," Kendall 
said, adding that the designated system will provide, "a solid 
base upon which to build and expand the scope and quality of 
intercity passenger service for the American people."
- More -
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The end-point cities and the chosen routes between them
are:
1 .
2 .
3.
4.
5.
7.
8.
10 ,
11 ,
12 ,
13,
14 ,
15,
16
New York to Buffalo via Albany, Utica, Syracuse, 
Rochester.
New York to Boston via Stamford, New Haven, New London,
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Providence with New York, Stamford, New Haven, Hartford, 
Springfield Spur. **
New York to Washington via Newark, Trenton, Philadelphia, ;• 
Wilmington, Baltimore.
New York to Miami, Tampa/St. Petersburg, via Philadelphia, *
Washington, Richmond/ via Raleigh, Columbia/ via 
Charleston; via Savannah, Jacksonville; via Orlando,
Wildwood, West Palm Beach.
Nev/ York to New Orleans via Philadelphia, Washington,
Lynchburg, Charlotte, Atlanta, Birmingham. ■
New York to Chicago via Philadelphia, Harrisburg,
Pittsburgh, Canton, Fort Wayne. ** AS OF MAY 10 SEE ENCLOSED RELEASE 
New York to Kansas City via Philadelphia, Harrisburg,
Pittsburgh, Indianapolis, St, Louis, Jefferson City.
Washington to St. Louis via Baltimore, Harrisburg,
Pittsburg, Columbus, Indianapolis, Terre Haute.
Washington to Chicago, via Baltimore, Harrisburg, . -
Pittsburg, Canton, Fort Wayne.
Norfolk/Newport News to Cincinnati via Richmond, Charlottes­
ville, Clifton Forge, Charleston, Kenova.
Detroit to Chicago via Ann Arbor, Jackson, Battle Creek,
Kalamazoo.
Chicago to St. Louis via Bloomington, Springfield,
Chicago to Cincinnati via Kankakee, Lafayette,
Indianapolis.
Chicago to Miami and Tampa/St. Petersburg via Lafayette,
Indianapolis, Louisville, Nashville, Birmingham, •
Montgomery, Bainbridge, Valdosta, Waycross, Jacksonville,
Wildwood, Orlando, West Palm Beach. . .
Chicago to New Orleans via Kankakee, Champaign/Urbana,
Effingham, Centralia, Carbondale, Memphis, Jackson.
Chicago to Houston via Galesburg, Ft. Madison, Kansas City,
Wichita, Oklahoma City, Fort Worth, Temple, (via Dallas
- More - ■
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as soon as possible after May 1, 1971.)
17. Chicago to Seattle via Yakima, Pasco, Spokane,
Sand Point, .Glacier Park, Williston, Minot, Grand Forks,
Fargo, Willmar, Minneapol.is/St. Paul, Milwaukee.
18. Chicago to San Francisco/Oakland via Sacramento, Reno, 
Winnemucca, Wells, Salt Lake City, Grand Junction,
, ' Denver, Lincoln, Omaha, Ottumwa. ** SEE APRIL 26 PRESS RELEASE
19. Chicago to Los Angeles via Flagstaff, Gallup, Albuquerque,
La Junta, Hutchinson, Newton, Ottawa, Kansas City,
Fort Madison, Galesburg.
20. New Orleans to Los Angeles via Phoenix, Tucson, El Paso,
San Antonio, Houston, Beaumont.
21. Seattle to San Diego via Portland, Klamath Falls,
San Francisco/Oakland, Santa Barbara, Los Angeles,
Fullerton.
Negotiations are now underway with a group representing 
all railroads which furnish intercity passenger service. The 
rlail Passenger Service Act of 1970 provides that carriers 
joining the corporation may then discontinue all intercity 
passenger service not included in the national system. Rail­
roads will be paid negotiated fees for the use of their personnel 
and facilities. They will also pay into the corporation, in 
cash, service or equipment, sums determined by various formulas 
related to their present losses from passenger operations.
Railroads deciding not to join must continue present service 
until January 1, 1975.
The corporation may make additions to the basic system at 
any time if these prove economically fgaaible^or _i_f a state or 
regional agency agrees jto re-imburse the corporation for no less 
than two-thirds of the cost of the added service. .
Service standards over the rail network- stipulate that:
— Modern equipment will be provided, some of it obtained by 
pooling the best of existing equipment from discontinued routes.
— Trains will be scheduled at reasonable hours.
— Running time will be as fast as track conditions and safety 
requirements permit,
- More -
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--Food service will be available according to the length of the'" 
route. Sleeping car service will be offered on all routes 
having an overnight journey of at least six hours between
midnight and 8 A.M. - as required by the Dept, of Transportation.
Fair and equitable arrangements to protect the interests of 
employees affected by discontinuances will be provided.. There 
is also some expectation that many of those workers affected 
will be absorbed by expanding freight service on the 
railroads.
"We believe that this new program will succeed because *
it unifies for the first time all the operations of the ,
national railroad passenger service," Kendall said, pointing out 
that a unified management team devoted exclusively to passenger 
operations could undertake centralized and efficient 
reservation and ticketing systems, improve food service and other 
on-train facilities and adapt the techniques of airlines and other 
modes of transportation to meet the needs of the rail traveling 
public.
Initially the corporation will utilize the best 
equipment, the best roadbeds and trackage and refurbish and 
up-grade passenger cars as quickly as possible.
Centralized maintenance and services will enable NRPC to 
cut some costs and gradually raise the level of cleanliness, 
courtesy and quality, both on trains, and in terminals and ticket 
offices.
NRPC management will utilize modern marketing promotion 
and merchandising, and will work closely with the travel •
industry to create travel packages and special promotions that 
will help build passenger volume. . • . '
The eight member Board of Incorporators appointed by 
President Nixon are, in addition to the Chairman, 
retired General Frank S. Besson, Jr., former chairman of the
Pentagon's Joint Logistic Review Board; John J. Gilhooley, 
President of Urban Industries, Inc,, and former New York City
Transit Authority Commissioner; Charles Luna, President of the 
United Transportation Union; Arthur D. Lewis, Chairman of the 
Board of F. S. Smithers & Company, Inc., and former president 
of Eastern Airlines; David E. Bradshaw, Chicago lawyer and
- More ~
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special assistant to the Attorney General of Illinois; 
John P. Olsson, Deputy Under Secretary of Transportation 
and Catherine May Bedell, former Representative from the 
State of Washington.
NATIONAL RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION
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SECTION V
■ Auto-Train Service
The auto-train service concept provides for the transporta­
tion of both the automobile and its passengers by rail on the . 
same train. Trains now providing this type service are equipped 
with auto carrying cars, sleepers and diners, as well as coaches. 
The service is generally overnight in duration.
A private corporation,known as Auto-Train, provides service 
between Washington, D. C. (Lorton, Virginia) and Sanford, Florida 
(near Orlando) with great success. Auto-Train is planning new 
service between Louisville, Kentucky and Miami in the near future
As previously stated, AMTRAK is now authorized to operate 
this type and is currently studying the market between Chicago, 
Illinois and Miami, Florida. AMTRAK's only restriction is that 
it cannot provide competitive service between points served by 
Auto-Train.
The auto-train service concept is more fully explained in 
the following fact sheet.
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AUTO-TRAIN FACT SHEET
In 196j, the U.S. Congress authorized the Federal Government to 
undertake a $3 m illio n , three-year study to determine the f e a s ib i l i t y  of 
an au to-ferry serv ice  in the United S ta tes . Such auto-on-train serv ice  
had been operating successfu lly  in  Europe for a number of years.
The research report concluded that the auto-ferry concept could be 
p ro fitab le  and Congress determined that i t  should be pursued by p rivate  
industry. A study by the Ford Motor Company also established the v ia b i l ­
i t y  of such a se rv ice . •
The government report came to the a tten tion  of a young lawyer,
Eugene K e r ik  G a rfie ld , who was an a ss is tan t to the Secretary of Trans­
portation . He le f t  government serv ice  in 1969 to form, w ith a group of 
p rivate  in vesto rs , the Auto-Train Corporation, a F lo r id a  company.
The government research study pointed out that a Washington, D.C. - 
F lo r id a  serv ice  offered the g reatest p o ten tia l; consequently, G a rfie ld  
concentrated on developing that phase. .
-M0RE-
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F ifteen-year operating agreements were signed w ith the Seaboard 
Coast Line Railroad  Company and the Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac 
Railroad Company providing for the operation of the Auto-Train over the 
righ ts of way of the two companies between Lorton, V irg in ia , and Sanford, 
F lo r id a . The agreements may be renewed for an add ition a l 15 years at 
the option of the Auto-Train Corporation.
Auto-Train also  entered into  agreements for the purchase of passen­
ger coaches from the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway, the Western 
P a c if ic  Ra ilroad  Company, the Seaboard Coast Line Ra ilroad  Company, and 
the Union P a c if ic  Railroad Company. Auto c a r r ie rs  were obtained from 
the Canadian N ational Railway, and new locomotives from the General E le c ­
t r ic  Company.
Plans were drawn up for the construction of term inal f a c i l i t ie s  at 
both Lorton and Sanford by Sw indell-D ressler, In c .
On Ju ly  15, 1971, Auto-Train, through a public o ffering  of i t s  stock, 
raised $7 m illio n , s e llin g  700,000 shares at $10 a share. The o ffe ring  
was completely sold out the f i r s t  day.
In  the ensuing four and a h a lf  months, G arfie ld  and a group of asso c i­
ates l i t e r a l l y  put the p riva te  ra ilro ad  together. Auto c a r r ie rs , coaches, 
and buffet-movie cars were completely refurbished by the Pullman-Standard 
D iv is ion  of Pullman In c . ,  Chicago, I l l i n o i s .
On December 6, 1971, the f i r s t  Auto-Train le f t  the term inal at 
Lorton for the fifteen-hour run to Sanford. On the follow ing day, d a ily  
serv ice  was begun in  each d ire c tio n .
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Customer acceptance fa r exceeded p ro jections. Full-page ad ve rtise ­
ments in New York C ity , Washington, Ph ilade lph ia  and F lo r id a  newspapers 
e a r ly  in October brought a flood of reservations, and before se rv ice  began, 
Auto-Train was booked to capacity through the middle of January, 1972.
, As a ra ilro ad  common c a r r ie r ,  the f i r s t  new one to be formed in  the 
United States in  over 50 years, Auto-Train is  subject to regu lation  by 
the In te rs ta te  Commerce Commission and by the Department of Transportation 
fo r safety requirements.
Auto-Train provides non-stop d a ily  se rv ice , each way, between 
Washington, D.C., and cen tra l F lo r id a . The tra ins depart each term inal 
a t 8 P.M. and a rr iv e  a t th e ir  destinations at 11:30 a.m. the fo llow ing 
day.
Auto-Train passengers d rive  up to specia l term inal f a c i l i t i e s  at 
Lorton, V irg in ia , ju s t south of Washington on In te rs ta te  95, or a t Sanford, 
F lo r id a , 37 m iles from Disney World and 21 miles from Orlando, where th e ir 
cars are loaded aboard fu lly-enclosed  auto ca rr ie rs  by attendants.
The d rive r and other occupants of the car then board newly-designed, 
b i- le ve l domed coaches for the overnight r id e . These coaches have r e c l in ­
ing seats w ith leg and foo trests  b u ilt  esp ec ia lly  for Auto-Train. Bedroom 
accommodations are a va ilab le  a t an extra charge. .
A complimentary bu ffe t dinner is  served to passengers in  the specia l 
bu ffet cars. A continenta l breakfast is  served the fo llow ing morning.
Late evening snacks and se lf- se rv ice  coffee bars are open throughout the 
t r ip ,  compliments of A u to-T ra in .,
Complimentary evening and morning newspapers are provided and a 
newsstand is  open in  the evening so that passengers may purchase popular 
magazines.
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(A fte r dinner, the buffet cars are converted into theaters, where free 
feature movies are shown. The fo llow ing  morning, cartoons are shown and 
Bingo games are provided for adults and children- a lik e .
Passengers, in  addition to having beverage service a va ilab le  in the 
coaches, can re lax  in a b i- le ve l domed night club car (The W h istle  Stop 
Club) featu ring  a s ta r- lig h t lounge on the upper le ve l and an intim ate 
co ck ta il room on the lower le v e l. L ive  entertainment is  featured every 
evening. - •
On board serv ice  is  provided by a sp ec ia lly- tra ined  crew of hostesses.
At f u l l  complement, Auto-Train consists of 13 auto c a r r ie rs ,  two 
buffet-movie cars , f i v e ■coaches, four bedroom cars, two locomotives, a 
steam generator car, and a kitchen serv ice  car.
The in te r io rs  of the tra in  and the hostess uniforms ca rry  out the 
Auto-Train co lor scheme designed by Carolyn S e tt le s , Washington-based 
design consultant.
One way fare for an automobile and two people is  $190, w ith  an addi­
t io n a l charge of $20 for each passenger over two. Double occupancy bed­
rooms are $40 extra per compartment. Reservations and inform ation may be 
obtained by c a ll in g  t o l l  free 800-424-8520. In  F lo r id a , the number is
1-800-424-8520. . '
• •  .
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